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To 
Mrs. > I M. I. 94 


f W * 
MADAM, E bk * 
Pe S it was 4, Converſation of 
s that led me to confider 
the Subject of the following 
"Tra more ly than I 
ever had done, I could think of 
| | Lege to proc i, 
in a Dedication, @s to your/elf. 

WI XTAII its Sentiment agree entirely 
with your g or no, yet I am almoſt fun 2 it will 
be acceptable to you, as it is a fincere and free 
ſearch. after Truth, in a moſt important Point 

F Religion; on which, 1 Og your Heart 

is truly and wholl y. d J could on other 

Accounts — as much on your fngu- | 

lar Merit and Perfections, as any Author | 
whatever ; and I believe with aki Juſtice 
and leſs Flattery than moſt Men do, on fuch 
Occaſions : But as you look upon all other Ac- 
compliſbments as Trifles, in ariſon of true 
Chriſtian Knowledge and moral Goodneſs ; it 

- wild be ju toro frthu « Pate 3 
10 your Sex, but in thoſe Things which you 
yourſelf think really valuable, — in which I 

think but few equal you. | 
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to any Purpoſe, "irs a ; Knowledge of E Ethics 
and Theology ＋ are generally taken up 
with the Pimp of Dreſs, and the Vanity of 


ut ally ſecret Points of ruth, 
' aobich 2 for out of the common Reach of fe- 


minine Capacities, yet wherein you, ſee Abe 


Intereſt of Religion is greatly concerned, are 
dee Thought und Study. Cum it be fir 
any other. End thun to form your 3 
Converſation" on the folid Princi 


, Religion and Virtue, and thus go on in 
the Ways of erection, till you arrive at the 
Kigheſt Degree / Happineſs and N 
n * rr 15 2 We 
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$9.20 F all the Dodrines of Religh- 
on, there is none ſo terrifying 
to the Apprehenſions of ſin- 
ful Men, as that of a Wrath 
to come. A Worm that dieth 
| not, à Fire that is not quench- 
Wis 2 4 abe of flaming Brimflone, and a 
State of everlaſting Burnings, are — 2 
of Speech ſo ſtrong and fo aſtoniſhing, that 

(let them ſignify what they will) are enough 
to make the boldeſt and moſt daring Man 
on Earth o tremble ; at leaft, whenever he 
gives himſelf leave to think, and to reflect 


ſeriouſly, on the poſſible Conſequences of an 
immoral Life. wo : 


\ To theſe the corrupt Heart of Man is / 
averſe, that it almoſt unavoidably draws in 


his Reaſon t& argue and debate about, and 
even ſometimes, perhaps too often, to doubt, 


the Truth and Reality of them. Nay, fre- 
quently the Juſtice, and Goodneſs, anc every 


other 


* 3 
* 


as that ſtands on ſuch a Foundation as is ne- 


04. 2 


2 . 3 Attribute of the Moſt 
Seas Bo d, are cenſured and brought into qu 
on on this account, in order chiefly 0 wea- 
* . ten the Evidence, and to leſſen the 2 
*:-..- a the Puniſhment due to Jin, and eſpecial 
the Eternity, of it, which is mejitioned 
' almoſt every Page of Holy Writ, under no 
leſs a Sanction of Truth, than that of a de- 


N 


monſtrably Divine Revelation. 

IT will therefore be no improper Undertak- 
ing, in theſe licentious Times of Scepticiſm 
and Infidelity, to take a Review of this Doc- 
trine,” tho often treated of, and to ſee how 
far, and. in what ſenſe, it may be accounted 


for, on the undoubted and unſhaken Principles 


of Natural, Religion: For Lam well aware, 


oeſſary and eternal, and therefore immutably 
true; no Doctrine pretended to be reveal d, 
can be either Divine or True, that in "7 
thing oppoles, or diſagrees with it. 

. IN, my. Way to the Diſcovery of what is 
abſolutely and invariably ſo in the Point be- 
fore us, I cannot but obſerve, that of all the 
ſacred Truths written upon the Heart of Man, 
there is none more legible and plain than 


5 - & & "SITY 


this: That as Virtue or moral Goodneſs hath 
in the Nature and Reaſon of things a Claim 


to Reward, ſo Immorality or Viciouſneſs of 
' Life has no leſs an Expect ation of Puniſh- 
ment. Every good Man in every Nation 
upon Earth, has always wi/?'d for, and 
; 18 and in that Senſe promiſed . a 
| 2 


ws e eee 


at ns ww en e i A. a ww an MB eee a. 


tb Cont 


” nr — -” tb 


Necompence e of future Happineſs; and bad 
Men have always had their Fears and uneaſy 


ter, and at leaſt; that there may be a Juſt and 
Holy Gop, who, from an eternal Contra- 
riety of Nature, and an unchangeable Deteſt= 
ation of Evil, or Want of moral Goc . 
in his Creatures, will ſeverely puniſh. .  _ © 
Tux Doctrine then F a future State, in 
which it ſhall be equitably retributed to every 
Man as his Works in this Life have been good 
or evil, is a Dictate of mere Nature, not at 
all derived from Revelation, tho' often there- 
in declared and aſſerted; but plainly deduced 
from the Nature of Things, and from the 
mutual , or Proportion, they bare one 
to another: That is, in ſhort, from their Ezer- 
nal Truth, as it exiſts in the Mind of Gp; 
the Knowledge of which we arrive at, by 
comparing and connecting their natural Fit- 
neſs or Unfitneſs, and the. ſeveral reſpective 
Habitudes of them. The Gentiles (you know) 
having not any Revealed Law, were a Law 
unto tbemſelves; and ſhew'd the Work of the 
Law written in their Hearts, their Conſciences 
alſo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts mu- 
tually accuſing or elſe excufing them, as their 
Actions were morally good or bad; that is, 
conformed, or not conformed, to the Ratio or 
Truth of things, by which only it was poſſi- 
ble for them to diſcover what the Will of their 
reator was, and what Adjudgment of Re- 


compence 
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Apprebenfins, of what may happen hereaf- 
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25 nity ot 'endleſs Duration of the Puniſhment, 


Tat main Difficulty then hes in the Zrer. 


fo conſtantly ſet forth as it is in Holy Sc 
tutte: Not indeed do frequently in th $ , 
- as the New ie and expteſſ in both in Tem 
equally forcible and ve: And this, 1 
Sr but fay, is the moſt farting, as well 
as the moſt intricate Part of Truth. But if 
| right unbiaſſed ' Reaſon, enlighten'd by the 
demonſtrable Moral Attributes of Gon, 
ſhould, on a due Conſideration of things, 
afſert the ſame; this Doctrine is not to be ob- 
| againſt, becauſe it is declared, explain'd 
or enforced in Scripture : For it then draws an 
Evidence from thence of its Truth and Cers 
tainty, as ſtrong and convincing as the Proof 
of the Divine Authority of that is. 
Lx x it then be ſuppoſed at preſent, that 


the future Puniſhment of Sin will be erernal, | 


or for ever, as the Scripture: ſpeaks; (for this 
I think ought to be ſuppoſed at leuſt, ſeeing 
this Pofition is ſo often maintained therein, 


ul very clear and altogether undeniable De- 


- monſtration be brought to evince the contta- 
7) and the Inference will then be, That its 
m_ muſt either proceed arbitrari from 
of Gop, or — from the Na- 
— of things. If we ſuppoſe it from the 
Will of Gop, we are thrown _— 

upon unſurmountable Difficulties, 
* to overturn at once its whole Pretenfion 
to 


* 
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» ” * 
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how to obviate. 
Fox, if merely the Divine will be the 
| Fountain of. Reward and Puniſhment, or. of 
the Length and Duration of them, whatever 
the Bternal Truth and Reaſon of things be; 
Fen all future Puniſhment muſt be poſitive, 
and if poſitive, it cannot but be limited and 
Bnite; if not naturally and in itſelf, by 
confideri the Moral roperties of Go D, it 

muſt be ſo. poſing otherwiſe, the Ab- 
ſurdity of the Tbleg will ſupport the Con- 
ſequence: For, what an Idea muſt it give 
| us of That Being, who for mere Will only, 
and without any other Reaſon, can damn his 
or, frail, tho' they be extreamly finful, 
reatures, to an Eternity of Pain and Miſe- 
ry, and that too /6 exqurjite, that the higheſt 
Figures of S are not able to expreſs it? 
Fardurely, 1 Go can will what he pleaſes, 
be may contract the Puniſhment of Sin to a 
| jeſs Duration, by encreafing in a proportion- 
| abſe manner the Burthen and the Grievance 
bg it; as well as protrad? (as Divine Writ 
- ſeems to repreſent it) the Reward of Virtue, _ 

to Life everlaſting. Tis certain then, that 
if it depends on the mere Will of Gop, he. 
| can —2 our Puniſhment as tranſient ah. 
temporary, as long or as ſhort, of what kind 
| and what degree ſoever, as he i in his infinite 
| . Wiſom ſhall ſee fit, or ſufficient, for obtain- 
* . i che End he eig thereby; and vey 
| . | : 


in the Way before mo, which 1 know not 


* 


4 | « TY ' to ] gd R 
js perfectly good as well as juſt, what Com- 
Agony not take 0 oh Conſideration - 
F bis Mercy? . _ | ao 
Soy indeed, in his Holy Word, has /eem- 
ingly threaten'd an Eternity of Puniſhment to 
Sin: But on the foot of mere Will, he may 
wiſely threaten what Puniſhment he thinks 
fitting, even that of eternal Torments, and 
yet be in no wiſe obliged on that account to 
execute that Threatning upon Sinners; be- 
cauſe he threatens conditionally, not to puniſh 
if he can avoid it, but — k to deter from 
Sin; which is an Act not ſo much of Anger 
and Vengeance, as of Love, Pity and Com- 
paſſion. Who knows not, that any Father 
who threatens his Child, may yet forgive him 
if he ſees proper ſo to do; or, at leaſt, may 
reaſonably abate ſo much of his Anger, and 
ſo much of the Puniſhment, as the particu- 
lar Nature and Circumſtances of the Offence 
may require. He may threaten to diſcard 
and diſinherit him for ever; and yet ma 
ſee Cauſe afterwards not to do it utterly, but 
only in part, or for a certain time, till the 
Senſe of his Error works 4 Change in him; 
and then he may, on the ſame prudential 
Reaſons, re-admit him to his conſtant Favour 
and Acceptance, 

AND as this implies no Inconfiſtency with 
Divine Wiſdom, as little does it with Divine 
Juſtice: Leſs than an Eternal Puniſh- 
ment, tis certain, Gop could not in his Wiſ- 
dom threaten to the wilful Commiſſion of 
Sin; nay, had there been any thing worſe to 


threaten, 


. 
threaten, that he alſo might have threatewd ; 
becauſe all his Menaces are for the molt part, 
found to be in vain, and utterly inſu — 4 
to put a reſtraint on Vice. Vet a "MX 
no Reaſon, on the foot of Juſtice, hie 
oblige him to inflict an 2 of Tonnents 
on the greateſt Sinners; becauſe, as I faid, 

there is no doubt but G0 D, (allowing him to 
be arbitrary in this Matter) who is of infi- 
nite Knowledge and Power, may /6 
tion a Man's Puniſhment to his, Sinf refs 
and Obſtinacy, as by the exceſſive Weight 
and inſupportable Load of it, to make an 
Hour ſeem an Age, and an Age Eternity; 
and fo do that in one Moment, which he o- 
therwiſe might have protracted to an indefinite 
Duration. I dare not lay to an infinite or eter- 
nal Duration, becauſe tis certainly not with- 
in the Province of Almighty Power itſelf, 
not even of Him with whom all things are 
poſſible, in any Senſe to contract or curtail E- 
ternity, or an Eternity of any thing; for 
then he might Horten his own Exiſtence, 
or the different Modes of it, and ſo be able 70 
deftroy himſelf: Which is a notion attended 
with a thouſand Abſurdities, and may there- 
fore be denied, without the leaſt Guilt of Im- 
piety or Preſumption. 

AND again, as GoD might be thus equally 
juſt in remitting the Threatning of an end- 
leſs Puniſhment, by making it at leaſt Tem- 
porary, if not of as ſhort Duration as the 
Commiſſion of Sin itſelf; it will not be de- 


B 2 nied, 


| Jy 13 ] - Ee, 
"ea, but (ſuppoſing it in his power) it would 
- be good, and kind, and merciful in him ſo to 
do: And alſo, that, as he would ſuffictent- | 
. ſhew his Diſlike and Deteſtation of Sin, by 
puniſhing it in an equitable Ratio to its re- 
ſpective Guilt ; ſo neither could any Imputa- 
tion of Impurity lie upon the Holineſs of His 
Nature, for ſo doing. This, I ſay, is allow- 
able and conſiſtent with Reaſon and Truth, 
; ſuppoſing the Denunciations of Scripture a- 
gainſt Sin to flow, without any other Foun- 
dation, from the mere Will of Almi ghty 
Sop; and that he may and can puniſh Sin- 
ners in what | pofitive manner he hall judge 
moſt conducive to a juſt Retribution, | 
©  Bx810zs, the Nature of poſitive — * 
"ments, which are the only Puniſhments that 
- Got can be ſuppoſed to inflict by an a/@7trary 
Will and Power, is ſuch, that tis plain to 
me, and will in the Sequel I doubt not appear 
o to others, that they can in no wiſe be of 
Eternal Duration. So that in the end one of 
the two muſt be given up, either pyfitive 
Puniſhments, or the Terments e 
And if it ſhould prove, that poſitive Puni 
ments muſt be given up; then the füture 
Puniſhment of Sin does not proceed from the 
Willof Gon, but from the Natures and Rea- 
Ys: of things only; and therefore cannot but 
de as Immutable” and Eternal, as thofe Na- 
_ © tures and Reaſons are, 
Now, if Gop "can have any End before 
Nin in puniſhing Sin in a a pofithoe and arbitra- 


2 


ry manner, Hand WE Meas 
nitely wiſe Being muſt have in all his Ac- 
tions) it muſt either be, to#ecla/n the Sinner, 
or to deſtroy him utterly, or for an 
to others, or purely for the ſake of taking 
Vengeance on an obſtinately diſobedlent and 
inehtfgible Cteature. But chooſe which you 
will of theſe Groutids of Puniſhment to 
ſupport the hes; yet it will follow, chat 
as the Puniſhment Fer cannot poſſibly be 
Eternal, fo neither can Gop, confiſtently 
with his own Divine Properties, inflict ſuch a 
Puniſhment: that is, he cannot actually and 
poſitively inflift Puniſhment in a future State, 
for any of the Ends afore-mentioned. | 
T is certain, in the firſt Place, Go p can- 
not puniſh Men in the Life to come with 
eternal Torments, only to take Fengeance on 
their Perverſeneſs and Incorrigibility in Sin 
during this Life; without giving up at the 
ſame (which is impoſſible the Porfettion of. 
his moral Attributes. For this would be to 
have the Spirit of a Tyrant, who puniſhes 
for puniſhing ſake, and takes a Delight in 
making and ſeeing his poor Slaves and Vaſ- 
fals unhappy and miſerable. "Tis puniſhing 
for no End but to pleaſe a malicious impla- 
cable Mind, void of all Pity and Compaſſtun, 
of all Tenderneſs Goodneſs, and Merry; which 
is certainly the Reverſe of what Reaſon and 
Holy Writ teach us 0 think and believe of 
God, the moſt" perfect and beſt of Be 
If wre would paint am evil Spirit, even the 
"worſt of Bein 86, in his Proper Colours, it 


muſt 


* 


muſt 4 — Malice, In- 
ability, ne ver- ceaſing Vengeance, ex- | 
2 NT rn other Purpoſe, bat for ſportive | 
"oy 7 and diabulical Delight. This therefore 
e Opinion ſo repugnant to Reaſon and 
Truth, that it may be ſaid o undeify (as far 
akͤkZãZãdtã⁊ꝗzs poſſible) our Great Creator, who 1s the 
Author of all Good, and only of Good; and 
even to transform him into the Image, and 
Nature, and Diſpoſition of the Evil one, who 
zs black with Miſchief, and is repreſented to 
„ us as taking a mo/? horrid Pleaſure in cor- 
. ©: rupting, accuſing, and tormenting others. 
No more can the Puniſhments of Futu- 
rity be eternal, ſuppoſing Go p ſhould ll 
the Puniſhment of ſome finful Beings for an 
Example to others. But probably Go p ne- 
ver did, nor never can, will ſuch a Puniſh- 
ment, that is, purely and properly for an Ex- 
a ample. to others; much leſs can he do it at 
all 70 Eternity, which carries in it infinitely 
more of Abſurdity and Contradiction. Tis 
aid indeed, that the Cities of Sodom and Go- 
 morrah are ſet forth for an Example, ſuffer- 
ing the Vengeance of Eternal Fire: But here 
Eternal Fire does not ſignify an endleſs but 
an exterminating Vengeance ; for it means 
no more than that thoſe Cities were utterly de- 
 frroyed, for their very great and moſt heinous 
Offences againſt Gop and Man. Now if they 
ſuffer d this Vengeance for their own Sins, tis 
plain, they are only an Example to others by 
mere Accident, and not 11 in the De- 


In 
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Au of Gop. They are fo indeed by a re- 


mote Effect, and in that ſenſe may be ſaid 0 
be ſet forth as ſuch in the Providence of Gop, 
or in the natural Courſe and Order of things; 


but Gop did not puniſb thoſe Sinners for that 
End, but in view or conſideration of their 


crying Sins, which were ſo abominable, as not 


to be borne upon the Face of the Earth. In 
like manner, he threw the fallen Angels out 


of Heaven; and they are a terrible Example 
to us of the Wrath of Gop againſt Sin, and 
of the dreadful Conſequences of a proud, 


ſtubborn, and rebellious Spirit: But they can 


in no wiſe be ſaid to be puniſh'd for our fakes, 
no, not for ove Moment of Time; much leſs 
to have their Torments continued for ever, 
for an Example to us only, or to any other 
weak and imperfe& intelligent Beings : For 
if Gop had not a Reaſon for puniſhing them 
on their own Account, it would be unjuſt in 
him to take an Occaſion for it on ours, Who- 
ever is juſtly puniſh'd, muſt himſelf be guilty®, 
Beſides, to what end is an Example to Eter- 


nity ? 


— EI nn WS: 


LES any thing ſhould be hence inferr'd to the Pre- 

judice of Chriſps Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, let 
it be obſerved, that tho? tis ſaid, our Iniquities were laid 
upon him, and, he bore our Sins in his own Body; yet tis 
never ſaid, he was puniſbed for our fakes: No, every 
Puniſhment is exacted in Fuftice; but the Atonement 
which our Lord made for Sin, was on all ſides a pure 
Act of Mercy: Freely done, and freely accepted, with- 
out any Tie of Juſtice, or any other Obligation 
* whatſoever, ” See Morality of Rel. p. 42, &c. 
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N 
nity? i not deſigned, to deter from Sin, or 
to drive to Repentance? and will it ever have 
this Effeci, — If the End be obtain'd, 
the Example ceaſes: And if it never be ob- 
tain'd, e whet UE or Purpoſe is ſuch an 
- | 
Bu r twill be plainer ſtill, chat no f 
uniſhment can be endleſs or etern 
e deſigned by the Vill of Gop to extermi- 
nate and deſtroy the Objects of it. For ſup- 
. poſing a Deſtruction, or Annihilation, 
to be immediate, on the Sinner's Departure out 
of this Life; it can be no Puniſhment ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, but rather a Reward: For tis 
gertainly better not to be, than to be for ever 
miſerable; tho tis better to endure ſome Un- 
happinefs, even great Unhappineſs, for a de- 
terminate Time, than to be deprived of Be- 
3 to loſe all poſſible Views or Hopes 
ig, — Felicity to —.— Ages. And ſup- 
poling this Deſtruction to commence not till 
after we Duration of Miſery and Longe ; 
yet on the ceaſing of a Man's Exiſtence, ' 
undeniable; that his Puniſhment muſt al | 
ceaſe ; and can therefore in no ſort, at leaſt 
in no ſtrict and proper ſenſe, be ſaid to be an 
| Eternal Puniſhment. But tho I have, for Ar- 
gument fake, ſuppoſed ſuch a Deitruction 
poſſible ; yet I muſt add, that it is naturally 
level, as Gop. is good, and juſt, and ho- 
bd (and we muſt admit of nothing for true, 
t is incompatable with thoſe Divine Pro- 
pertics) that he * ſhould deſign a poſitive Puniſh- 


ment, 


kt 
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Will, in either of the Senſes before {6 
He cannot, as he is juſt and holy, deſtroy 
a Sinner at once; + becauſe, as that is pro- 


6‚U Bon Bo oe. dat 


17 1 
anent, flowing #4 his pure _ all-perfatf 


perly no Puniſhment, but what a grieveys 


Sinner would himſelf take for a Blefling and 
.an apf compared with eternal Miſe- 


would neither ſufficiently ſhew his 


Villike of Sin thereby, not his Impartiality 


in recompenſing every Man according to his 
Port; for thus, all would be alike dealt 


with, however different, unequal, and ug- 


like the Flagitiouſneſs of their Crimes, or the 


Guilt of their Souls, might be. Nor can he 
conſiſtently with his perfect Goodneſs and 


infinite Mercy, puniſh him for 4 Time only, 
for a Day, a Year, an Age, or a thouſand 
Years, and then deſtroy him for ever ; be- 


cauſe, that would throw us back upon the 


former Abſurdity, of Go p's puniſhing Sin- 
2 in the other World, merely for puniſo- 
ng ſake; without any other End before 
= than to ſatisfy a Thirſt of Malice and 
Revenge, contrary to the Eternal Princi- 
ples of Truth and Reaſon. 
Ix remains then, that if Go p ſhall here- 
after puniſh Sin, or Sinners, at all in a. free- 
wil'd pofitive Manner, it can only be for this 
End: To reclaim the Sinner, and to make 
him worthy of everlaſting Happineſs. This 


has certainly the moſt — View be- 


fore it, . all the Inſtances hitherto pro- 
n and if it ſhall upon critical Exami- 
C nation, 


r 
nation, be found to be according to the Will 
of Gop, no doubt but a good Man may 
wiſh, and hope, and rejoice to find it fo: 
Nay, no Man could be good, or pious, that 
ſhould hope or wiſh the contrary, to any ra- 
tional Being whatſoever ; "becauſe it would 
not only be betraying an inhuman Diſpoſi- 
tion, but actually oppoſing his own corrupt 
Will to the Holineſs and Purity of the Di- 
vine. 

Now the Reformation of a Sinner, if at 

all effefted in a future State by ſuch a ſup- 
poſed poſitive Puniſhment, muſt be finiſhed 
at one time or other; tho we were to ſu 
pou, what is very rationally ſuppoſable, that 
Inveterate. Habits of Sin, ſuch eſpecially as 
are rivited into the Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding of a Man by falſe and deluſiue Rea- 
ſonings,” as well as into his Conſtitution and 
' Temper by long Cuſtom and repeated Practice, 
neither will, nor can be reformed for many 
Ages. Such Torments, inflicted on a finful 
unbelieving Soul, by the arbitrary Power of 
the ſupreme Being, would, I queſtion not, 
ſoon bring him to Faith and Repentance, as 
far as Repentance ſignifies Grief and Sorrow 
for Sin; but how long Time it would take 
fo purge and purify him from the Hatred of 
God and the Love of Sin, to the true Love 
of God and all Goodneſs, that is, to change 
His corrupt Will from an evil Habit to a good 
pne, from a thorough Inclination to Vice, to 
the conſtant Prafiige of Virtue, is perhaps 


Ilty 


impoſſible to gueſs at. How many thou- 
ſands of Years before the Creation of the 
World, the Evil Spirits might have been 
ſubjected to the Wrath of GoD, we know 
not ; but this we know, that fince the Cre- 
ation of the World, many thouſands of Years 
G have intervened, and yet tho they believe and 
tremble, they continue the ſame blaſphem- 
ing, envious, malicious, corruptive Beings 
they ever were: And as ſome Men ſeem as 

averſe to all true Piety towards Go p, and 
Righteouſneſs to their Fellow-Creatures, as 
the Devils themſelves can be ſuppoſed to be; 
tis certainly not without Reaſon, that Wwe 
are taught to believe, that they ſhall under- 
go the ſame Puniſhment (whatever is really 
meant by it) which was from the Beginning 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels: And 
yet perhaps it may have no quicker or ſpee- 
dier an Effect in reclaiming a perverſly wick- 

| ed, and at preſent incorrigible human Soul, 
than it has had in purging away the Inve- 
teracy and Malice of a diabolical Spirit. 
However, if the Souls of Men are ever to be 
reclaimed and amended by future pofitive Pu- 
niſhments, tho it ſhould not be for many 
Millions of Ages ; yet then the Puniſhment 
would have an End, that is, when it had 
work'd the ſuppoſed Effect Go p deſign d it 
ſhould do; and conſequently cannot in the 
very Nature of Things ſo conſidered, be end- 

- teſs and eternal. 


- C 2 


0 
5 
a 
* 


Bur 


WT 
By x perhaps, before I conclude this Head 
it may be worth reflecting, that all poſitive 


Puniſhment is purely external, (at leaſt ſuch. 


are thoſe of Scripture, if they are to be un- 
derſtood literally) and of courſe it tends only 
ih itſelf to reſtrain the outward Action of 
Vice, of which probably there will be none 
in a future State. There is appearingly no 
Connection between /uch a Puniſhment and 
the depraved Will of an human Soul; and 
in this Life, we are certain, that the ſevereſt 
pofitive Puniſhments have neither Efficacy to 
fonuince the Underſtanding, nor to convert 
the. Will, tho' they are frequently of Uſe to 
make Men diſſemble both: But in the other 
World, Diſſimulation will be out of Date, 
and utterly unable to ſerve any End in the 
Preſence of the Divine Being, with whom 
only we ſhall have then to do, before whom 
all Things, even the moſt ſecret Thoughts 
of every intelligent Creature, lie naked and 
open, and as it were wnboſomed to his all- 
piercing Eye. 

HERE we complain of every perſecuting 
Act of Man, even of every Penalty as well 
as Puniſhment, as unnatural and improper, 
and altogether w/e/ſe/5, to the Ends of true 
Religion, that is, for working or begetting 
in us a real Principle or Spirit of Virtue and 
Goodneſs, as well as of Chriſtian Faith ; which 
no doubt they are: And ſhalt we put the moſt 
wife, juſt and good Go p, upon a Method of 
Reformation and Amendment, which we 

0 | uttterly 
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utterly abbor and condemn ourſelves? which 
we confeſs is naturally inſufficient, as well 
as abſolutely unwiſe and abominable to be 
practiſed? If ſuch Puniſhments could be 
thought to reform, or tend to reform, the 
Souls of faithleſs impure Men in the other 
World, either by their long Continuance or 
great Severity z would not this juſtify the 
cruelleft Acts of Inhumanity for Religion fake 
in this? Even the Dragoonings of France, 
or the horrid Tortures of a Spaniſh Inquiſi- 
tion, in order to bring Men back from Er- 


ror to Truth, or from an impious Immora- 


lity to Piety and Virtue? Can we do better 
than imitate the Good and Great Go p for 
fo good an End? Or can we take a more rea- 
fonable or more ſure Way, here, to convince 
and to convert than he himſelf, on this Ar- 
gument, is ſuppoſed to do hereafter? Even, 
than to burt, or ſome Way or other griev- 
ouſly to torment, thoſe for a Moment for their 
eternal Good; which God will otherwiſe 
burn, or grievouſly torment, for many Ages? 
Either confeſs that this is the moſt certain and 
effetual Way of convincing and converting 
at preſent ; or maintain, that it is againſt the 
Nature and Reafon of Things, for Go v to 
make Uſe of it for that End in à future 
State. 

For my part, I cannot but think, this is 
fo repugnant to our natural Notions of the 
Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, and Fuſtice of Gon, 
as well as to all the known Principles of Truth 
s | „ and 


22 
and Reaſon; that it is a Method he never will 
take, perhaps J might ſay, that he never can 
take, for the reclaiming and reforming the 
Souls of Men. It bears no natural Propor- 
tion to the End, and is therefore abſolutely 
unfit for the perfectly Juſt and All-knowing 
Go, to permit to us, or to put in practice 
bimſelf. The Diſcipline of Force and Power 
may compel the external Act to lie ſtill, or 
fand in 7 ; but the Mind of Man will be 
{till the fame, and the Will eontinue un- 
changed, except only farther provoked to Op- 
poſition, Hatred, and Abhorrence. The Spi- 
rit of Love will never be created by it, which 
is the only true Temper and Diſpoſition of Du- 
ty and Obedience. | 

NoTwiTHSTANDING, this is the Strong- 
hold of the Anti-eternaliſts: And it is from 
the Idea of theſe ſuppoſed poſitive threatnings 
and Puniſhments, fo abſolutely dependent on 
the mere Will of Gop, as they ſeem to be, 
and really are, if they have any Place in Na- 
ture, that ſome Men have raiſed to them- 
ſelves Hopes, in view of the Divine Good- 
neſs and Mercy, that the future Puniſhment 
of Sin will be temporary, and (which is yet 
but a miſerable Conſolation to any thinking 
Sinner) will, at leaſt after ſome Ages of the 
moſt exquiſite Pain and Torture, have an 
End. But ſuppoſing theſe pretended Threat- 
nings ſhould be (ſtrictly ſpeaking) no Threat- 
nings at all, but only explicit Denunciations, 
that is, Declarations of an eternal and neceſſa- 
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yy Truth; and that the future Puniſhment 
of Sin doth not, nor can, proceed from the 
mere Will of Gop, but from the unchangea- 
ble Natures of things themſelves; what a 
Diſappointment will it be to theſe imaginary 
Reaſoners, to find. themſelves wrong in the 
Account, and that all their fond Hopes were 
built on a ſandy Foundation? And 'tis certain 
this muſt be the Caſe, on a more mature and 
diſtinguiſhing Conſideration of it. 
He that reflects, if he does but do it in a 
truly rational and metaphyſical manner, on 
the Infinite Goodneſs of the Supreme Being, 
will plainly ſee, that tho' he can do All Good 
to his Creatures; yet he cannot poſſibly, i. e. 
conſiſtently with his own Holy and Benign 
Nature, bring Any Evil upon them, any more 
than lead them into Sin, nor ever actually or 
poſitively of his own Will, inflict on them a- 
ny Puniſhment. He is Juſt, when he lets 
Things take their Courſe, and Wickedneſs be 
a Puniſhment to itſelf; and he is Good, when 
he graciouſly prevents the dreadful Effects of 
it and them, either in this World, or the o- 
ther, by ſome extraordinary Means or inter- 
fing Mercy. What we call Fudgments u 
50 a nfl heals, or by hich — ſay = 
godly Men are juſtiy puniſhed, are really no- 
thing but the neceſſary Conſequences of their 
Vices, or the natural Effects of ſecond Cauſes, 
not controlled by the Power of Almighty Gop. 
If a Conflagration lays a City in Aſhes, it ei- 
ther came by ſome Accident, or by ſome ma- 
| | licious 


„ 
4icious Deſign of Devil or Man; but never 
by the Will, or Deſign, of Gop: Orif a 
Peſtilence depopulates it, this aroſe from the 
Malignancy of a ſtagnating or infected Air; 
but never by the Appointment — an 1 
and gracious Being. His very Nature 
—— of it. For other- 
wiſe what wicked Rebels ſhould we be in op- 
poſing or withſtanding the juf# Fudgments f 
' Gop upon us, by any thing but by Supplica- 
tion and Prayer? But if we ſuppoſe them 
nothing but the natural Effects of ſecond 
Cauſes, we then alſo have a Right in Reaſon 
to defend ourſelves from them, by the moſt 
proper and natural Means we can. And as 
it is in this World, ſo it will be in the World 
to come: Go vp has it in his Power to do 
"what Good he pleaſes, conſiſtently with his 
Holineſs and Wiſdom ; but it is neither in his 
Will or Power, to wiſh any Evil, or to doit, 
either to the Souls of Men, orſto any other in- 
telligent Creature. And therefore the future 
Puniſhment of Sinners will be as I ſhall ſhew 
anon, noother than the neceſ/ary Effects of Sin, 
_ ariſing from the Truth and Reaſon of things. 
Bur to clear this Argument from all Ob- 
jection, let it be obſerved, that this Notion of 
God's never inflicting any Puniſhment upon 
His Creatures in any ſenſe whatever, is no 
Reproach to the Providence of Gop, or to 
his juſt and equitable Government of the 
World: It is no Reaſon for our net dreads 
his Diſpleaſure, nor any Ground for leſſening 
our 
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dur Hope and Confidence in him, or for not 
applying to him on all Occaſions by Prayer and 


Supplication with Thankſgiving. For he who 


ſees all things, 'foreſees the natural Effects o 
ſecond - Cauſes, and the pernicious Conſe- 


' quences of Sin; and as it is his Hhigheſt Prero- 
gative and moſt eſſential Property to ſhew Mer- 


and to do Good, he has it in his Almighty 
Power and infinite Wiſdom, not only to 
foretell, but to ſtop the Courſe of Nature, and 
to prevent the Malice of Men and Devils, 
whenever he pleaſes; and to take off the 
Dangers and Reſults of Vice, as he ſees we 
deſerve it of him; and in a word, is able to 
make all things work together for the Good of 
them who love him with Sincerity and Truth: 
And we therefore, as a Mark of our Obedi- 
ence and Dependence, ought in every thing 
to make known our Requeſts unto Gop; and to 
bleſs his Name for all the Good we receive, 
and the Miſcheifs we eſcape; and eſpecially 
to beg him to aſſiſt us, by his Grace and Fa- 
vour, in the great Work of our eternal Sal- 
vation ; that we may have no Share in thoſe 
dreadful Puniſhments, we naturally tremble at, 
but be made happy for ever in the Joys of 
Heaven. £ 
As the ſupreme Being is on all Accounts, 
and in every Idea we have of him, perfect y 
Good; we are certain, he could create no 
rational Beings without perfect Gredneſh, ac- 
cording to the Claſs in which he placed them, 


nor for any other End than to make them 
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Happy, nay, eternally Happy; which is what 
NN 1 — of har Ln not only in his 
Withes and Deſires, but in his Nature and 
Faculties from which thoſe Defires ſpring, is 
capable of: Or elſe we muſt ſay, Gop has, 
in the very Conſtitution of our Nature, made 
us a Deluſion to ourſelves, or given us Hopes 
and Fears, Deſires and Powers, to no true 
End, or reaſonable Purpoſe. Eternal Happi- 
neſs then was originally deſigned to be the 
natural 1 of moral Goodneſs; and 
may be truly called, tho naturally reſulting 
from it, its fnal Reward or Recompence. 
Ay not only this: But, as Gop is him- 
ſelf abſolutely good, and juſt, and wiſe, and 
holy; he could not but furniſh all his ra- 
tional Creatures with natural Powers, and 
means 0 preſerve themſelves pure and good, 
and alſo to obtain that Happineſs for which 
they were created. That ſome of them are 
fallen ſhort of Happineſs, and have made them- 
ſelves miſerable by abuſing their Faculty of 
Free- will to enormous and irrational Purpoſes, 
is no juſt reproach to any of the Divine Attri- 
butes; tho we cannot but ſay, Gop muſt 
have foreſeen, that they would act in this fool- 
ih and perverſe manner. In creating them 
pure and for Happineſs, his Goodneſs is ſuffi- 
ctently juſtified ; and in allowing them all the 
proper Means and Powers of obtaining that 
End, his moſt perfect and impartial Juſtice alſo, 
Now this being granted, let it come home to 
ourſelves: And if we all, or any of us, ſhould 


throw 
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throw ourſelves carele/ly or ob/tinately into a 
Courſe of Sin, and conſequently into a State 
of Miſery and Undoing, even tho' it ſhould 

rove Eternal; we may indeed blame our- 
ſelves, and juſtly reproach our own ill-ma- 
naged Conduct; but we can in no wile caft 
any juſt Opprobrium upon Gop, who in all 
his Diſpenſations towards us hath been per- 
fectly Good and Gracious. 

Tris muſt be faid, or otherwiſe Gop 
could not juſtly have ever created any free 
Agents, that is, Creatures with Power to 
chooſe Right or Wrong, and t do Good or 
Evil, and conſequently to draw upon them- 
ſelves Happineſs or Miſery in Proportion as 
their Deſervings ſhould chance to be; for 
this Notion is naturally included in Agency 
or Freedom of Will, and all Creatures 6 
endued might have acted in the fame unreaſon- 
able and diſobedient Manner : But he has 
created many ſuch Agents, - and we know, 
we Men have all of us come ſhort of the Glo- 
ry of Gop, that is, of acting up to his Glo- 
ry as we ought to do; and as ſurely as Sin 
reigns in us, and to the Degree it reigns, ſo 
ſure we may be, that according to the Laws 
of Nature, which have inſeparably annex d 
Happineſs to Virtue, and Miſery to Vice, 
as their jut and final Retribution, the one 
will continue as long as the other naturally 
and unavoidably, that is, for ever, except the 


Habit of Virtue or Vice be changed, 
D 2 Nox 
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No x let it be thought, that this Expreſ- 
Fon, for ever, when ſpoken of everlaſting 
' Death, Undoing or Deſtruction, carries any 
Idea with it (when well conſidered) of 700 
rigid a Severity, or of what we call Tnjuſtice; 
for the Puniſhment will not be arbitrary, 
but equitable, according to Mens juſt De- 
fſerts, founded on the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, as they neceſſarily exiſt in the eter- 
nal Ideas of the Divine Intelle&, and conſe- 
quently independently on the Divine Will; 

or in other Words, every Wickedneſs will 
neceſſarily and unalterably have its natural 
and proper Torment, and in a Degree pro- 

rtioned to its Variety of Kind and Cir- 
. 

Trey that think it inconſiſtent with the 
Goodneſs of 2 7 (which yet, it ſhould be 
remembered, is always ſo contempered with 
infinite ; jor and perfect Fuſtice, as to 
complete the Character of an ;mpartial Go- 
er and judge of all the World) to in- 
flict in the natural Courſe of his Providence, 
an Eternal Puniſhment for Sin, which is ſhort 
and temporary; will hardly ſay, (if they 
think at all) that tis inconſiſtent with his 
Juſtice, to let a Man reap the Fruit of his 
gen Doings : For, this we ſee he does every. 
Pay we live ; and, in Torments too, far ex- 
50 55 and much more laſting, than the Plea- 
ſures of Sin. Nay, ſuppoſing the Souls of 
Men to be lively, active and ſenſible, in 
the intermediate State between the Day of 

0 Death 
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Death and the Day of Judgment, (which 
is certainly the moſt common, if not the 
moſt rational, Opinion) we cannot but ſay, 
he permits them at leaſt this Fruit, the na- 
_ tural Conſequences of their Actions, in the 
other World; and as it is nom near fix thou- 
fand Years ſince the Departure of ſome ſin- 
ful Souls out of this World, it muſt be af- 
firmed, they have ſo long had their Conſci- 
ences let looſe upon them in the dreadful 
— tormenting Reflections of an ill- ſpent 
Life. 

Now if we conſider this Point truly, we 
ſhall find, that ro puniſh an unhappy Soul 
(for no Man will ſay, but the Remorſe an 
perpetual Stings of Conſcience are a grievous 
Puniſhment ; which as it is the natural Re- 
ſult of Things, proceeds from Gos in the 
eternally deſigned Conſtitution of them) for 
a thouſand or five thouſand Years, is no more 
conſiſtent with the perfect Juſtice, or the 
:nfintte Compaſſion of Go p, than his doing 
it fo Eternity : For a thouſand Years or more 
of Puniſhment of any Kind, whether it be 
ſuppoſed natural or poſitive, for fifty, thirty, 
or perhaps but one, of Sin ; nay, it may be 
for the Obſtinacy of one heinous Sin only, 
unrepented of; (for the Obſtinacy of one Sin 
has as much a condemning Guilt, as the Ob- 
ſtinacy of a thouſand) has equally the Ap- 
pearance of an inequitable, tho not of ſo un- 
equal, a Proportion. But fince the general 
Notion of Men allows, that Go p may lay 


the 
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the one upon Sinners, that is, upon ſuch as 
are yr 9 departed ; 'tis undeniably conclu- 
five, on the Strength of the ſame Notion, 
againſt the Advocates of finite Puniſbments, 
that Go p may juſtly ſuffer this natural Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, which we are now treating of, 
to continue for ever: And ſince he has de- 
clared in his Holy Word (wherein, no doubt, 
the Ambiguity of the Phraſes is as much for 
as againſt it) that it ſhall be ſo; it is not 
contrary to the acknowledg'd Reaſon and 
Truth of Things, as not being repugnant to 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of Gop, to be- 
lieve it. 

THraArT Sin is puniſh'd naturally in its 
own Conſequences, or has Miſery and Pain 
for its certain Attendant, every Punction of 
a Man's Conſcience at preſent verifies; on 
the ſerious Conſideration of the Obliquity of 
his moral Practice, from the eternal Rules of 
Virtue and Goodneſs. And can any one ſay, 
'tis impoſſible or unlikely, that ſuch a Senſe 
of Guilt ſhould continue always, in a Soul 
devoid of all Goodneſs, and entirely ſubjected 
to Sin and Impurity ? Nay, would not even 
ſuch a Senſe of any one Sin, grown habitual 
to the Soul by Frequency and Repetition, 
render that Soul for ever miſerable ? Not in- 
deed ſo much as if it had a thouſand, but in 
Proportion to its Degree of Guilt. Now this 
continual Pain and Remorſe of Conſcience, 
eſpecially for Obſtinacy in finning, tho' I 

ſay, but in one jingle Immorality, againſt the 
I Light 
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Light and Conviction of his own Mind, dur- 
ing the Time of a Man's Probation upon 
Earth, when he ought and might have ſe- 
cured to himſelf an eternal Happineſs, by a 
contrary Conduct, that is, by breaking off 
his Sins by Repentance and Amendment, 
and conſtantly endeavouring to preſerve the 
Love of God in his Heart, and the conti- 
nual Practice of all Virtues in his Life and 
Converſation (which I call an Habit of ma- 
ral Goodneſs, and which may certainly be 
maintain'd even in the midſt of the many 
Weakneſſes and Infirmities of our corrupt 
Nature, or elſe all Religion is an unreaſona- 
ble Burden) is in the Language of Scrip- 
ture an everlaſiing Death, or a perpetual 
State of never-ceaſing Miſery ; and is conſe- 

uently that Vorm which never dies, and 
that Fire which is inextinguiſhable. 

Ir appears then from this, that the Tor- 
ments of Sin hereafter are properly the Re- 
ſult of a Man's Lite, in Proportion as it has 
been more or leſs ſinful; and they are as cer- 
tain a Conſequent of it, in the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, as everlaſting Happineſs 
is naturally of a good one, or fo far, I mean, 
as the Life of a Man has been good. For 
if moral Virtue was conſtituted by Go p (as 
has been ſhewn) to begpt an Eternity of Hap- 
pineſs; by what Arguments can a Man main- 
tain, that a Want of moral Virtue, z. e. of 
the only Thing that can naturally make him 
happy, ſhall not be attended with an Eter- 
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nity of Unhappineſs? I think I have ar- 
gued before, that this Doctrine is not in- 
compatible with the Fuſtice and Goodneſs ' of 
God, no more than it ſeems to be with the 


often repeated Senſe of Scripture. In ſhort, 


they are Oppoſites in every thing, and will 
always continue ſo; or elſe, the Natures of 
Things, and their etetnal Relations, muſt be 
utterly confounded. | 

Nou, if the future Puniſhment of an 


obſtinate Sinfulneſs will be naturally, and 


therefore neceſſarily, according as the Works 


of a Man have been more or le evil; it 
will be perceived at once, that there can be 


no Occaſion: for pofitive Puniſhments to be 
exprefly or directly inflicted by the immediate 


Hand of Go p, ( ſuppoſing the infinite Good- 


neſs of his Nature would, which I have 
ſhewn it will not, admit of it) in any Senſe 
or to any Purpoſe whatſoever ; except a Man 


will ſay, that the Torments off 4 wounded: 
Spirit are not ſufficient to make him enough 
unhappy, which are unalterably annexed to 
the Wilfulneſs of Sin in the very Nature and 
Conſtitution of things, and conſequently, all 
the ſcriptural Denunciations againſt Sin, as 
touching a future State, can be no more 
than Declarations of this eternal Truth ; 
urged eſpecially as a Check to Vice, and a 


Spur to Virtue; 


Tur Law of Nature is really and pro- 
perly no part of the Chriſtian Revelation, but 
on its own eternal and immutable” 
| | F dun- 
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C 
and powerfully enforced ; and the natural Sanc- 
tions of that Law, the Rewards and Puniſh- 
dune Fan n ber in like Manner 26 
proper Part of it, but are only explicitly de- 
| mo to us, and the Verity f p wear 9 
maintain d and aſſerted, _ the mgoy 
Expreſſions and Forms of Speech. They are 
indeed et forth in a legal judiciary Manner, 
under the terrifying 8 Figure of a Tribunal, 
an actual pronouncing of Judgment, and the 
Diverſity of Rewards and Puniſhments, par- 
ticularly and perſonally aſſigned; but this 
(as many other Things in Scripture are) is 
only ſpoken after the Manner of Men, to a- 
dapt the Matter the better to our Minds and 
Capacities, by an Alluſion to vi/ible Things, 
which are the moſt ſolemn and tremendous to 
Fleſh and Blood. And I queſtion not, it 
would: appear to any one by an eaſy Conſe- 
quence, on an accurate Examination of the 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture, relating to this 
Point, that there is really nothing more meant 
by them as to Puniſhment, than that the 

different Puniſhments of Eternity will be cer- 

_ and infallibly what the Dictates of 
Man's Conſcience teach they are: v2. 
The Fruit of his own Doings, growing na- 
turally out of their different Kinds, their 
more or leſs Turpitude, and beighten'd or mi- 
tigated by the Variety of Circumſtances at- 
e eee 
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Sor indeed, againſt all this rurional and 

feriptaral Evidence, have fond and fooliſh 
Hopes, of eſcaping the juſt Judgment of 
Gop, even his Judgment /6 clearly and rea- 
 ſohably explain d. For they imagine, that as 

we Re in this World, Mens Appetites and In- 
Clinations frequently change and vary, and 
they ſeemingly put off one ſinful Habit, and 
put on another, with a kind of Indifference, 
and without giving themſelves any Pain or 
Tyorble in fo doing; fo, in like manner, their 
vicious Habits may all go off at vare from the 
Bonl, on its ſeparation from the Body, and 
leave them either in an eternal State of Inſen- 
bilicy to Good or Evil, or in a more defire- 
able one of Everlaſting Happineſs. But pro- 
Bably this is, for want of conſidering truly, 
what the Nature of a ſinful Habit is, and 
in what Part or Faculty of the Soul it has its 
Reſidence. If a Man has, by the Principles 
and Motives of Religion, entirely changed his 
Deſires of all Sin, to an abfolute Deteſtation 
of it, and to the Love of all Good; he may 
be truly aid to be habitually good and vir. 
tuous: But a Man may be convinced in his 
Underſtanding of the Enormity and Unreaſon- 
@bleneſs of Sin, and of the Worth of Vir- 
tue, and yet continue to be a very grievous 
Sinner; for all that are learned in the Theory 
of Religion, are by no means Adepts in the 
Practice of it. Beſides we often Ind, that 
Habits are not always changed, even by neg- 
lecting or leaving off the Practice of this or 
> | that 
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that Vice; Many, tis obſeryable, who. fem 
to have changed their Vices, yet tell over their 
former Pranks with Pleaſure, and even in their 
maturer Age wake 4 jeſt of thoſe Follies of 
Vauth, which they would then think wean, 
baſe, or unmanily, to be guilty off. But is 
this any Proof that the Man is changed, of 
his evil Habit conquered? Not in the leaſt: 
But that he is the {ame wicked and faqlifh 
Man he ever was, and his Habit alſo in itz 
Full Strength and Vigor; only he wants Abi. 
lity, ar Opportunity, or may be his Jutereſt | 
is againſt it, on ſome account or other. For | 
an Habit of Vice is no more in the exte 
Action, than it was before in the Under/tand- 
ing, nor * in the Inſtrument of Action, the 
Hand, Tongue or Eye; but in the Wil af 
him that commits it, with his Underſtanding, 
and by this or that Inſtrument. And there- 
fore, when the Action ceaſes, and we'll ſu 
poſe his Underſtanding condemns it; yet if the 
Will, the Inclination, or the Delight the Man 
took in that Action continues, the Habit gf 
Vice is ynchanged, and he as impure, as un- 
juſt, or as profane, as ever, tho ever fo many 
Years may have interyened ſince the Facts 
were done. And among Sinners, I doubt 
this Inſtance is no Rarity, even under the 
Coyert of Experience, Wiſdom, and Grey 


Hairs. | 
Now if this be ſo, (and who can deny ſo 


plain a Truth?) the Conſequence then is, 
that Habits of Vice gre % rgoted in the wil 
* 2 0 
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of an human Soul, by frequent Repetitions 
of Sin, that they become as it were a part of 
Its Confti tution and Nature; which is the 
Thing that renders a true Repentance, and 
the Praxis of Religion, ſo very difficult, and 
enerally :mpoſſible, to the ſenſual and world- 
quo by And conſequently, except thoſe 
Habits be reformed and wholly alterr'd in 
this Life, by a firm Reſolution, unwearied Cir- 
cumſpection, and a gradual perſevering Ad- 
wance in the Love of Gop and all Goodneſs; 
they will, they cannot but, go with it into 
the other, and be always at Hand to torment 
and plague it, with the moſt uneaſy and ter- 
rifying Reflections. As 'tis truly ſaid of the 
A Good and Righteous, the Kingdom of Heaven 
is within you ; ſo it may be antithetically ſaid 
of the Wicked, they carry their Hell about 
"with them : And were they therefore in the 
preſence of Gov, in the midſt of the Holy 
"Angels, and of the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
edt, their Condition would not be alter'd nor 
"amended: For, the perpetual Guilt of their 
run Minds will render every Place a Terror 
and a Torment, 
Ar preſent there are many Amuſements, 
ſuch as frequent any and Converſation, 
the various Delights of Senſe, and the Neceſi- 
fies of Life; ſometimes Reading and Study, 
and other Employments and Diverſions of a 
thouſand kinds, as a Man's Station and Con- 
— 8 in * Worid are, which "Oh the Re- 
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Mind, out of view but when his Soul ſhall 
come to be wnchath'd of Fleſh and Blood, 
to have no Veilleft 0 obſiruf# his Memory, 
or to bechud his Underſtanding, and to have 


no Objects of Senſe 10 conver/e with, nor an 


thing to do but toconſider Gopand himſelf the 
Pertsction of bis Nature, and the Sinfulneſs 
of his own, the Rectitude of his Laws and 
his own manifold wilful and preſumptuous 
Deviations from them, by which he hath Lf 
infinite Happineſs, and entailed endleſs M iſery 
upon himſelf; he will be forced then 70 l. 
into his own Breaſt to ſome purpoſe, fo feel 
the irrefiſtable Rebukes of Conſcience, and 
to confeſs and acknowledge that Truth and Rea- 
ſon of things, which he 2 1 careleſl. 
neglected or ob/tinately oppo Hence l 
ariſe, not indeed (as 5 think) any w_ 
phemous Thoughts or Expreſſions againſt 
Great Gop of Heaven and Earth, the impar- 
tial Fudge of Men and Angels; (for in the 
Divine Preſence every Mouth will be ſtopped, 
and Gop juſtified, even by the moſt Wicked, 
in all his Doings) but perpetual Shame, Vex- 
ation, Confuſion, Deteſtation of a Man's 
ſelf, and many other ſuch like tormentin 
Paſſions, more eaſy to be gueſs'd at than well 
deſcribed. 

Tarts, let it be remembred, is nothing but 
the natural and genuine Fruit of his own 
Actions, the ju/t and neceſſary Wages of Sin, 
or the eternal and unchangeable Relation that 
fre? is between Evil and Pain, or between 


Vice 


38 J 
Vice and Miſery ; Which anſwer as much, as 
direftly, and as certainly, one to another, a 
any of qur Senſes to the Objects of them. 
The ſtronger indeed theſe Habits are, and 
the wor/er ſort they are of, and the more 
they are adapted to the impure and malicious 
Diſpoſition of the Evi / one, the Agonies and 
Pains of Mind will be, and cannot in the 
Nature of things avoid being, more intenſe 
and great, more grievous and tormenting; but 
the Duration of all future Puniſhment will 
be the ſame, that is, the pungent Reflection 
of one Sin will be as continual and aslaſting, 
as that of a thouſand; and the Mind will be 
always vex d, aſhamed, confounded, and ab- 
hor itſelf, before the Moſt Haly, Gracious 
and Good Go p, for the ſake of that ons, 
(the Goſpel right Hand or Eye, that ought 
to have been cut off or pluch d out, but was 
not) as certainly and unalterably, as if it had 
— infinitely more guilty than we now ſup- 
"IF 

No x needs there be any 4orſe Puniſhment 
than this to be inflicted on a rational immor- 
tal Creature, ariſing merely, by the eternal 
Decree of Gop, from its own wi fully polluted 
State and Condition; which, being repugnant 
to all Goodneſs, Truth and Virtue, and un- 
like to that moſt Pure, Wiſe, Juſt, and Beſt 
of Beings, on whoſe Approbation and Ac- 
ceptance, determined and govern'd by the na- 
tural Fitneſs and Reaſon of things, the Feli- 
city of all intelligent Creatures depends, can- 


not 
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not but fill his immortal Soul with the ut- 
moſt Hotror and moſt inexpreſſible Anguiſh : 
When it ſhall ſee itſelf, as I ſaid, paſt the Re- 
liſh of all ſenſual Pleaſures, throughly unfit 
for thoſe that are ſpiritual, defefed by all 

Beings, and Feproached by its own Con- 
ſcience for its inconſiderate Raſhneſs and per- 
verſe Folly ; and this too, without any p- 
die Hopes of ever being in a better or more ac- 
ceptable Condition. 
How theſe Thoughts will ben affect ſuch 
an unhappy Spirit, any one that has felt ( as 
I doubt not, but moſt Men have in ſome 
Degree or other) the Stings of his Conſci- 
ende on the fr ft Rays of a wicked Life, be- 
fore Cuſtom and Repetition in ſinning have 
ſeared and barden d it in Iniquity; or, that 
has ever ſeen a miſerable Wretch under the 
Conſternations and Agonies of Deſpair, con- 
feſſing his Torments ſo great and fo inſup- 
portable, that Hell itfelf could not poſſibly 
add any thing more grievous and afflicti ve 
than what he then felt, under the apparent 
Diſpleaſure of Go p, for his having ſo fre- 
quently and ſo obſtinately tranſgreſs d his ſa- 
ered Laws, and wy/fully gone againſt the 
natural Dictates of Truth and Reaſon; any 
one, I fay, that has either felt this in him- 
ſelf, or ſeen any thing like it in another, 
cannot but be ſenſible, even by this Faint 
and imperfect Glimmering, or remote Re- 
ſemblance of Things, how dreadfully tor- 
menting and intolerable the Pains of Eter- 
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* pity vill be; even without ſuppoſing the po- 
prog external Puniſhments of the Gnawings 
of Worms," and the Scorchings of Fire, and 
ſuch like; which, as they are certainly in- 
compatible with, the formal: Nature of an 
human Soul, can be no other then lofty Fi- 

ures of Speech, : repreſenting. by. ſenſible 
| 8 the —— e/s of thoſe T orments, which 
it muſt, if ſinful, for ever bear 1 ina ns 
State. | 

..* Ovr Bodies indeed mill be raiſed eie 1 
But let us conſider the Nature of thoſe Bodies, 
and the Reaſon of their Reſuſcitation. Tis 
moſt probable, they are raiſed only for this 
End, That our Souls may receive their pro- 
per Recompence for what they have done in 
the: Fleſh, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil; for it is the Soul only, even in the 
Boch, chat is capable of Joy or Grief, of 
Pleaſure or Pain, of Happineſs or Miſery; 
and perhaps, if the Soul could be at all af- 
fected without the Body, the Reſurrection 
would not be % neceſſary: for the Reward or 
Puniſhment of Men, as it is now repreſented. 
But then let it be remembred, that as Fleſh and 
Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, nor 
Corruption Incorruption, our Bodies ſhall be 
quite changed from what they are now, and 
inſtead of natural will become ſpiritual Bo- 
dies; much purer may be, and much lighter 
too, than the fineſt Air, or even AÆAtber itſelf, 
now is; for we ſhall be, as the Angels of Go 
in Heaven: And conſequently ſuch groſs 

material 
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material Things as Fire and Brimſtone will 
have no Power over them, nor be able to af- 
Fa them in any ſort or degree ſoeyer. And 
this to me is ſufficiently confirmed, in that the 
 Puniſhments of the Wicked will be, as we 
ate reaſonably taught to believe, of the /ame 
Kind, Extent and Duration, as that of infernal 
Spirits; except we mult ſay, that they alſo are 
capable of bodily Torments, which is a Po- 
fition (I think) unſupported both by Reaſon 
and Scripture. SEQ 
IT may then be concluded, that as in 
them, ſo it will be in vs, the incorrigible Habit 
of Vice will give the Eternity of Pain: And 
tho tis certain there will be a vaſt Differ- 
ence in the Degrees of this kind of Puniſh- 
ment, according as the Number and Hernouf- 
neſs of Mens Sins have been more or leſs; 
yet tis but a poor Comfort to think, that one's 
Pain or Miſery hall be 4% than another's; 
when notwithſtanding that, it will never have 
an End. In this World we have many Pains, 
Griefs and Afflictions, which we may, and 
often do, rub through with a rolerable Shew 
(indeed with more of Shew than Reality) of 
Eaſe; becauſe we know, the greateſt Dura- 
tion here is but a Span long: And beſides, in 
that ſhort ſpace of Time we have many Flit- 
tings, Removes, and Variations of Condition, 
which make us bear our 'Troubles with leſs 
Complaint and Regret, than otherwiſe we 
ſhould do: But if any one Afliction, whe- 
ther of Grief or Pain, were to continue up- 
It F on 
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on us inceſſantly, without any Change, far 
= in e Mind could ſee — 55 
or Poſſibility of a Relaxation; I'm perſwaded, 
we ſhould prefer an utter Deffructian, or An- 
nibilation, (which yet I have ſhewn is im- 
pelſible, from the Attributes of Gop; and 
perhaps, if we conſider that 'tis generally held, 
no one particle of Matter has ever yet been 
deftroy'd nor probably ever will be, there is 
nothing in the Nature of things that we 
ſhould believe it of Hiritual Subſtances) to 
ſuch a State as this, and ſay of ourſelves, as 
it was once ſaid of a moſt ynhappy Wretch, 
It would have been good for us, had we nat 
been born. If ſuch a State might be truly call- 
ed an Hell upon Earth; certainly, when the 
Pain of a Man's Mind ſhall come to be un- 
alterable, and for ever permanent, tho' in as 
low a Degree as the Obſtinacy of Sin will al- 

Jow us to ſuppoſe it, it can be nothing lefs 
than everlaſting Death ; which is — an 
Eternity of Miſery, as oppoſed to the endleſs 
Jeys and Happineſs of Heayen. | 
THr1s I take to be the truly Rational and 
Scriptural Do#rine of Hell-Torments: But 
as I have argued bis, and the Eternity of 
them, chiefly (hitherto) from the Nature and 
Reaſon of things, and I know the Charity and 
tender Diſpoſiton of ſome good Chriſtians is 
ſuch, as they cannot but wi/h well ta the 
Souls of all Men, and even he that the worſt 
of intelligent Beings may, by the infinite 
Merey of Gan, be /aved, or reftor'd to _ 
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hal ineſs; I ſhall now try to ſu the 
Teach eo thi Doctrine before aß telt on, by 
ſome unanſwerable Reaſons and Arguments, 
taken both from natural and revealed Reli- 
gion: The one of which, I think, no rational 

Reaſoner can give up; and the other, Tm ſure, 
no fincere and good Chriſtian ever will. 
NaTvRrat Religion confifts in the Belief 
of One Go p, and of the Certainty of a fu- 
ture State of equitable Retribution for our 
Actions in this Life: Revealed, in the Belief of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a Mediator between 
Go p and us, and of our being accepted to 
Salvation and Eternal Life by his alone Merits, 
after our beſt Endeavours to be conſtantly 
Good and Virtuous: But this Faith, in both 
kinds, a ſuppoſed Non- eternity of Hell- tor- 
ments entirely ſubverts and deſtroys. | 
Tux Knowledge of Gop we moſt eafily 
learn by the Things that are made, even his 
eternal Power and Godbead; and that of a fu- 
ture State, by the Conſciouſneſs of our own 
Minds, and the Accountableneſ of our Ratio- 
nal Nature. And thus, by conſidering the 
ſupreme Government and moral Perfections of 
Go p, and our own Freedom of Will, and 
Proneneſs i» Sin and Error; we grow ſen- 
fible, that we are here, in this World, placed 
by his Divine Providence, as in a State of 
Trial of our Conduct and Behaviour, in or- 
der to be recompen d hereafter, in the World 
or State to come, according to the Morality 
or Immorality of our reſpective Actions. 
F 2 Whether 
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Whether we are conſider' d as perfect or im- 
perfect, alters not the Caſe; our Probation 

is {till the fame. Before our Fall, we were 
naturally and neceſſarily obliged to continue 
perfeftly Good; and now we are fallen, as 
Good as we can. At preſent, or in our de- 
generate Condition, the Reaſon of Things 
Tequires no more ; becauſe 'tis all we are ca- 
pable of. This, I fay, is the common Dic- 
tate of every Man's Mind ; tho' may be he is 
not perfect Maſter of the Reaſons, which 
might induce Gop ſo to have placed him. 
Wo can fay, whether Man had pre-ex- 
.. in a former State, and miſcarried in his 

uty there, with ſome pitiable Circumſtan- 
ces, which might move the Mercy of Gop 
to give him the Favour and Opportunity of 
a ſecond Trial, which is not altogether unlike- 
ly ; for the Spirits of Men, ſuppoſing they 
did pre. exiſt, might be concern'd in the great 
Revolt of Heaven, which the Arch-Fiend ir- 
red up there, againſt the Only-begotten of 
Go; but being drawn into it ignorantly, 
unwarily, or inconſiderately, (as is the Caſe 
with many in all tumultuous and rebellious 
Proceedings) Gop had Compaſſion on them, 
as is very conſiſtent with the Reaſon of Things, 
and with the All- perfect Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of the Supreme Being, (tho' it wonld not have 
been ſo, had they acted wilfully; becauſe 
ſhewing Mercy would then have been giving 
Countenance and Encouragement to enormous 
and immoral Practices, which cannot be ſup. 
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poſed of the moſt perfectiy Moral Being, 
whoſe Will is an una/terable Obligation up- 
on all his rational Creatures to Righteouſ- 
neſs and Virtue) and therefore put them in- 
to another State, wherein, by a contra 
Conduct of greater Circumſpection and ber- 
ter Obedience, they might recover their for- 
mer Station in the Glories and the Joys of 
Heaven; which Opinion, perhaps, may not 
appear without ſome rational Foundation, if 
it be conſidered, that the irreclaimably diſ- 
obedient among Men, ſhall have their future 
Portion with the Devil and bis Angels? 
On, whether Go p immediately on the 
Creation of the Soul of Man, inveſted it with 
Fleſh and Blood, and encompaſſed it with that 
multitude of Temptations we daily and hour- 
ly meet with, in ten thouſand various Shapes 
and Kinds, fo try its Fidelity and Conſtanc 
in his Service, before he could, in the Truth 
and Nature of things, reward it with eternal 
Happineſs, the Immortality we were at firſt 
made for ; which is, as far as we ſeem able to 
judge with any Certainty, (conſidering the 
free Agency of an human Soul, and its na- 
tural Power of being either good or bad, by 
its own voluntary Election or Choice) the real 
and moſt andoubted State of the Cafe before 
us; yet this preſent State of ours muſt be 
allowed by every Man that 7mpartially re- 
flects on the Rationality of his Nature, to be 
deſigned by Gop, as it appears to be in itſelf, 
for the Trial of our Faith and Virtue; that 
| | as 
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A approve qurſelyes well or ill in thoſe 
rticulars, we may receive from the juſt 
Governour of Heaven and Earth a ſuitable 
and proper Retribution. oo 
Nov if this World be the State of our 
| Probation, as every one fees, and feels, and 
cannot but confeſs; and the other that of Re- 
| > for our Work's fake, as is not to be 
denied, even by thoſe that would put npon it 
the moſt eafy and favourable Conſtruction; 
then this only is the Time of Grace and Fa- 
vour allowed by Almighty Go p, in which 
we may pray to him for Help and Aſſiſtance, 
to enable us 70 e thro' the many Temp- 
tations of this Life, and 7 do our Duties 
faithfully ; and in which we may form to our- 
ſelves reaſonable Hopes of obtaining his fu- 
ture Acceptance, by being morally Good here, 
and to the Degree we are fo *: But if 7h:s on- 
fy be the State in which GoD will (perhaps 
might fay from the Nature of the Thing 
itſelf, can) fhew us his Favours, or treat 
us with Long-ſuffering and Pity, with Mer- 
cy and Forbearance, and continual Deſires of 
our not periſbing; the other, tis plain, can 
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* If we be not good here, we ſhall neither be goody 
happy, nor knowing hereafter : The main Opportunity 
fos Knowledge and appineſs is after this Zife, but the 
only Opportunity for being Good is 29, And if we 
take care to n this, we are ſufficiantiy ſecure of 
the other, and of whatever elſe appertains to the Perfec- 
tion of our Nature; but if this be neglected, all is loft, 
dee Mr Nerris's Reflections on Human Life, p. 128. 
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admit of no farther Trial, nor of any Alters- 
tion in the State of u Sinner, no more than 
of the Righteous. A good Man will be na- 
turally and unchangeable for ever Happy, in 
Proportion to his moral Goodneſs ; This our 
common Notions of natural Religion, con- 
cerning a juſt im God, and a future 
State, teach us. But then, muſt. not the /ame 
Perſon, if he be naturally no farther happy 
than good, be ſo far for ever miſerable as vi- 
cious? This is a Truth to me as plain as the 
other. So that if a Perſon be more vicious 
than good, he will be more miſerable than 
happy; and if extremely vicious, he will be 
extremely miſerable : But as no Man ( proba- 
bly) is utterly devoid of all Geodneſs, tho 
in moſt Things ſome may be ſo, that which is 
good in him will always have its Reward 
of pleaſing Reflections; and conſequently 
that which is bad in him will always have its 
reſpective Torments. | 
Tux that think Gop is too good or 
too juſt to puniſh to Eternity, or even to per- 
mit the natural and unavoidable Effects of 
Vice, as of Virtue, to continue for ever; and 
that he will confequently ſo order it, that the 
ſinful Habits of human Souls ſhall in time 
wear off in the other World by the Great- 
neſs of their Pains, and they in the End be- 
come for ever happy 3 would do well to re- 
flect, that it is an unreaſonable Perſuaſion to 
believe, that Go p will be, or is obliged to 


be, ah contending with Man, that 1 * 
the 
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the other World as this: For as Man h 


rational Creature, his Happineſs muſt depend 


on his own free Choice of Things in his State 


of Tryal; and not afterwards, on the compul- 
Hand of Go p. Go p's eternal and im- 
mutable Decree is, that Virtue ſhall make 


Men for ever bleſſed : Vice is a Want of Vir- 


tue, juſt as a Shadow is a Want of Light ; and 


if Men will chooſe Darkneſs rather 3 
ey 


the Conſequence is their own. Hence 


become for ever miſerable : Not from the 


Will of Gop, but from the Nature of Things. 
Perhaps you'll tell me, Tis not in th 

Power of Man to avoid ſinning. I grant it. 

We are now naturally corrupt and depraved, 


and fall daily into one Sin or other. To this 


the Infirmity or Imperfecton of our Nature 


mpts us, and we are indeed not altoge- 
tber able to avoid it. But I put a vaſt Dif- 
ference between being prone to Sin, and be- 
ing wickedly finful. The one is involuntary, 
the other perverſe : the one pitiable, the o- 


ther puniſhable. It is not falling into Sin ac- 
_ cidentally or inadvertently, by Surprize or Ig- 


norance, that wounds the Conſcience for ever ; 
but that which forms the Habit of Vice, and 
ſtamps the Brand of Guilt, and draws eternal 
Miſery and Undoing upon the Soul of Man, 
is, running into Sin wilfully and greedily, 
and continuing in its Practice with Obſtinacy 
and Impenitence. To avoid this, is certainly 


in a Man's own Power, and depends abſo- 


lutely on his own Will; and therefore, if he 
| 5 „„ 
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fuffers for it to Eternity, 'tis but the Reſult of 


| ©, his own Choice: The very Choice itſelf con- 


demns his unhappy Soul, and ju/tifies Go p 
in having eternally annex'd (not poſſti vely, 


© but in the Nature of Things) theſe Puniſh- 


ments to Vice, and Rewards to Virtue. 
TAE Sum of the Argument then is this: 
Our natural Notions of Religion are, that we 
are accountable Creatures, and this World our 
State of Trial; that the next is our State of 
final Recompenſe, wherein Happineſs will be 
the certain and inevitable Reward of Virtue; 
and Miſery the certain and inevitable Puniſb- 
ment of Sin. Now after this to imagine, that 
Gop either vill, or can, ever take off or re- 
mit a Puniſhment that neceſſarily follows, by 
his eternal and unalterable Purpoſe (as Re- 
ward does Virtue) a perverſe Impenitence in 
Sin, or a willfully continued Conduct in im- 
moral Practices; is not only to build with- 
out any Foundation, but it is to confound 
the to States ſo abſolutely (as before) diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Nature and Reaſon, and to 
ſuppoſe that which is deſigned for our Re- 
compenſe to be alſo for our Probation ; as if 
Gop had no other End of creating us, but 
that of trying us for ever. And to hope he 
will do this out of his infinite Pity and Com- 
ſſion to the Works of his own Hands, 
| — obſtinate and refractory they may 
have been, is to make Go p a Contradiction 
to himſelf, and to ſet his Mercy at variance 
with his Truth and Juſtice. In this World, 
2 G God 
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Gop is certainly wiſe, and good, and holy, 
in letting Men reap the Fruit of their own 
Actions; this every Day's Experience fully 
proves: And we are ſure, he can do it no 
more in one Inſtance than in many, no more 
in the leaſt than in the greateſt, no more for 
a Time than for Eternity, if it be at all, or 
in any reſpect, inconſiſtent with the Perfec- 
tion of his moral Attributes ſo to do. 

A Alx, as the Hypotheſis of the Non- 
Eternity of Hell- Torments overturns our well- 
eſtabliſhed Nations of natural Religion; ſo it 

alſo renders ineffectual its whole Deſign on 
our religious and moral Practice. As the 

Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, and of Vir- 
tue and Vice, and from and 7o Eternity; if 
their Rewards and Puniſhments were not as 
fixt and immutable as the Things themſelves, 
ve ſhould never know what to expect from 


.Gop, nor how to conduct ourſelves with - 


any Certainty, reſpecting the Morality of 
our Lives and Converſations; but be perpe- 
tually fluctuating between Hopes and Fears, 
of what might, or might not, happen. For 
if a wicked Man, a Man who continues in- 
corrigibly 70 ax his Vices and Pleaſures, 
may entertain Hopes of being in the End 
for ever in a State of Joy and Felicity, tho 
after ſome Duration of exqur/ite and inexpre/- 
fible Miſery ; and this according to natural 
and eternal Truth, founded on Gop's Good- 
neſs, his Fuftice, or any other divine Proper- 
ty ; this leaves tbe Wages of Sin in ſuch Un- 

eer- 
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_ certainty, as to their Duration at leaſt, that 
a Sinner will give himſelf a much greater Looſe 
here, in hope of being ſoon reclaimed in the 
other World, when he ſhall come to be bet- 
ter convinced by Sight and Experience of what 
he now only knows by Faith, or perhaps ren- 
ders almoſt incredible to himſelf 1 by raiſing 
Doubts, and Suſpicions, and falſe Arguings 
(which the Love of Sin will always ſuggeſt 
to him) about it. Nay, if the Puniſhment 
of Sin would ever have an End, it then, be- 
ing in its own Nature finite, falls naturall 
and of courſe under the arbitrary Will of 
Gop, to be made as long or ſhort as he 
pleaſes; and if it be juſt in Go p nat to per- 
mit an eternal Puniſhment for a temporary 
Sin, it would be certainly very good in Go p, 
and even moſt merciful, to contract it into the 
ſhorteſt poſſible; which by his Almighty 
Power and infinite Wiſdom, we muſt ſup- 
poſe him capable of doing, in a juſt and equi» | 
table Manner. 

Now under ſuch a Confideration as this, 
(if there was any Validity in the Argument) 
what Sinner living, enſlaved by an evil Ha- 
bit of Immorality, would give himſelf the 

eſent Uneafineſs of Self-denial, to avoid it ? 

not Men daily chooſe their Revellings and 
Debaucheries at all hazards, even tho' they 


ſee juſt before their Faces the moſt racking 
Pains and Agonies of the moſt loathſome and 
tormenting Diſeaſes? And would they then 
ever reform their Lives by the feint Terror of 

G 2 a 
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a future remote Puniſhment, which they im- 
agine, from this falſe Notion of the Good- 
neſs of Gop, will be as ſbort or ſhorter, tho 
much more exquiſite and tormenting than the 
other. This ſeemingly gives ſuch a Rein to 
Libertiniſm and Immorality, that they can- 
not but run away with Men without Curb or 
Reſtraint: And I queſtion not, but every 
Man that thinks in that way, would he ſpeak 
his Sentiments freely and without reſerve, 
could not but own himſelf 4% affected with 
the Purity of Virtue, and the Turpitude of 
Vice, as well as with the Reward of the one, 
and the Puniſhment of the other, than zf he 
believed their reſpective Retributions would 
be abſolutely and equally eternal. 

AND this id Conſequence, the Favourers of 
this Opinion are ſo well aware of, that not 
only fome modern Writers, but others alſo 
among the Ancients, who have treated upon 
this Argument, have left it as a neceſſary ' 
Caution, that the Notion of the Non-eternity 
of Hell-torments ought not, however, to be 
propagated among the ignorant and unthink- 
ing Vulgar, but the old Opinion be till taught 
fo them; that they may be the better and 
more effectually deterr'd from running head- 
long into Vice and the Practice of Sin. How 
I bluſh for the Weakneſs of theſe prudential 
Reaſoners, and for the utter Inſufficiency of 
fuch an Argument! If it tends to encourage 
Iniquity in Practice, does not this loudly de- 
clare it to be falſe in Principle? For nothing 
a. | Can 
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can be true in Religion, that is an Enemy to 
Virtue; becauſe the whole Deſign of Religi- 
on is, to make Men good. 1 

MokxzOovER, what religious Truth is 
there, that is not of general Uſe, and as much 
the Concern and Intereſt of every one to know, 
as of any one? Is not Truth the Property of 
all, that can arrive at it? And was there ever 
a Time, or ever can be, when a real Doc- 
trine of Religion ought to be conceal d from 
the Minds of Men, leſt it ſhould vitiate and 
corrupt them? Infants indeed a not fit for 
ſtrong Meat; but poi ſonous Food is equall 
(ies Fong to the rig to Children 3 — 
probably it will be found, that ſuch a Doc- 
trine as this, is of equal Danger in the Hands 
of the Knowing as the Ignorant. For have 
not all Men naturally the ſame eager Appetites 
and unruly Paſſions, and are they not equally 
fond of indulging them, when the Reſtraints 
are taken off? Not to ſay, that it is not al- 
ways that the mo/# famed for Learning, are 
therefore Men of the greateſt Taciturnity ; 
but tis commonly ſeen, when they are grown 
Maſters of any particular Doctrine, they are 
either charitably or ambitiouſly inclined to ſhew 
their ſuperior Knowledge, and to propa- 
gate what they know in Religion, even a- 
mongſt all Men of every rank, let the Con- 
ſequence be what it will. If then this Doc- 
trine ſhould be concealed from ſome, it ought 

in like manner to be concealed from all; and 


this Neceſſity of Concealment ſhews both 
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the Falſhood and Iniquity of it : For, Truth 
cometh. to the Light, that it may be made ma- 
niſeſt; but Error ſkulks and hides itſelf, Lf 
it ſhould be reproved. 

On the other Hand, If the future Puniſh- 
ment of Sin be fixed, as unbiaſs'd Reaſon 
dictates, on an eternal Foundation, neceſſary 
and immutable; there is then left no Hope 
for any Sinner, whether great or little, whe- 
ther guilty of many grievous, or but a few 

fighter Sins, but in an immediate and total 
Reformation of all his vicious Habits and un- 

righteous Cuſtoms, of whatever kind or de- 
gree they be. This Doctrine explains to him 
at once the indiſbenſible Neceſſity of that, and 
throws him alſo with Humility into the Arms 
of Go p, to find out for him, in his infinite 
Wiſdom and boundleſs Mercy, fome other 
and more gracious Means of Salvation, than 
ſuch filly ill-grounded Views, as of his en- 
during a Courſe of inexpreſſible Torments in 
a future State, only to bring him, an ob/trnate 

FW retch, to himſelf, and to his right Mind, 
whether he will or no; and, by that irratio- 
nal and compulſive Means, to the eternal Ac- 
ceptance of the Divine Being: In which, as 
there is no Senſe, ſo there can be in it neither 
Truth nor Reaſon. | 8 

HavinG ſo far eſtabliſhed and ſupported 
this Doctrine, by ſome rational Conſiderations 
drawn from our Notions of natural Religion ; 
I ſhall now purſue the ſame Truth, by tak- 
ing a ſhort View of revealed. And to me it 
| immediately 
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immediately appears, that it was on the Ac- 
count of eferna Death, or of an endleſs State 
of Unhappineſs and Miſery hereafter, being 
naturally due to Sin, and, that it could be on 
no other, that the Lovin kindneſs of GoD to- 
wards Man appeared : It was becauſe the cer- 
tain and unalterable Puniſhment of wilful, 
perverſe, and incorrigible Sinners is, and can» 
no tbu tbe, as the Scripture, repreſents it, Ever- 
laſting ; that Go p in his great Mercy took 
Pity on ſuch Sinners as he fav ſtriving after 
moral Perfection, amidſt their many nary 
ties, and were in nothing wr/fully, or atleaſt 
not perverſly, evil, to re-inſtate them in his 
Divine Acceptance, according to the Regen of 
l (for why ſhould any one, labouring 
ſt Deſtruction, be adjudged ; to periſh? 

A power to 
do?) and by their continual going- on in well 
doing, to bring them to Salvation in Feſus 
Chriſt. In this, all the moral Attributes of 
Gop were plainly concerned; no leſs his Wiſ- 
dom, his Juſtice, and his Holineſs, than his 
Mercy. But it would have been a Contradic- 
tion to all theſe Properties in the Divine Na- 
ture, had he purpoſed to do as much for ſuch 
Men as are preſumptuouſiy, and continue ob- 


inately, wicked ; who contemn his Precepts, 
— ne Author, and by that means 
ſet fer hs engeance at defiance, — put no Va- 
lue on his eternal Approbation, and the un- 
ſpeakable Joys of Heaven. To reſtore ſuch 
would have been to deſtroy the natural Diſ- 
tinctions 
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| tindicnsof Good and Evil, and contrary to 


their Immutability to have ſet Vice on a level 
with Virtue. And therefore, tho' this Salva- 
tion, like immortal Life at the firſt, was de- 
ſign'd for all Men; yet the Scriptures every 
where ſet it forth, that none ſhall obtain it, 
but thoſe that -/incerely defire and endeavour to 

As good Men then were, and are, -and 


ever will be, Objects of the Mercy of Go p, 


ſuch as he cannot but have Pity on, and will 
one day bring to everlaſting Happineſs; ſo 
this Mercy might be offered to us (for all Mer- 
Cy is a mere Grace and Favour) on what Con- 
ſideration he thought proper, ſo it were con- 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, and his 


Holineſs, to beſtow it; and the more proper 


it would be, as it more largely expreſs'd his 
Love, and Tenderneſs, and Good-will to Men. 
This he has graciouſly declared, is, his only- - 
begotten Son dying for us, whom he ſent into 

the World for that End; even to be @ Pro- 
pitiation (and the Almighty may in Mercy 
appoint and accept what Propitiation -he 
pleaſes) for thoſe that ſhall lay hold of it by 
a true Faith, and make that Faith a Means 
or Motive of fincere Obedience. By this, he 


has ſhewn his Wiſdom, in providing ſtill for 


the good Government of Mankind, in hav- 
ing Mercy only thro' Chriſt on the ſincerely 
good; and letting the w1i/fully wicked, not- 


- withſtanding, to reap the Fruit of their own 


Ways: His FJuſtice, even in ſhewing of 


if | 8 „ 
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Mercy; to ſuch as endeavour to deferve it; 
and in permitting thoſe that do not; to beat 

their own Puniſhment for ever: And his Ho- 
lines, in thus expreſſing, by the moſt pows 
erful and perſwaſive Inſtance, (viz. his giv« 
ing up his Son for us all) the unchangeable 
Love and Approbation he has for moral Vir- 
tue, and his irreconcileable Deteftation of 
Iniquity and Sin. 

Bo r now, if we ſhould. ſuppoſe (as ne 
do) the Torments of Hell not to be Eternal; 
what need was there for /uch a Scheme as this, 
to bring any one Soul of Man to the immor- 
tal Joys of Heaven? For, all, on time or o- 
ther, muſt be ſaved of courſe. Every Man 
will, by the Law of Nature, which is the 
Reaſon of things, be for ever Happy ſo — 
as he is Good; but as no Man is e 

Good, or without every wilful Aminen a- 

bout him in every kind or degree ſoever, no 
Man can by the ſame Law be for ever per- 

fetly Happy, and conſequently muſt be in 
ſome ſort eternally Unhappy, which, I have 
ſhewn before is everlaſting Death: Henee 
comes in the Neceſſity of a Saviour, to free e- 
ven good Men by his Merits, from this na- 
wral Confequence of Sin; which could not 
but take place upon all, were it not for the 


Mercy of Goo fo graciouſly vouchſafed unto 
us. The Notion * 


e that the Pu mh» 
ments of Sin in a future State will in time 
| Have an End by any arbitrary or natural 
Means, ſeems to mei nconſiſtent with the 


Belief” of our 5 by the Blefſed Jeu 


fs, 


x8 
and deſtructive of the gtand Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and therefore ought 
in no wiſe to be come into by any one Perſon, 
that would be thought to be 4 Chriſtian itt 
_ 
Fox, uber. if eternal Happineſs may 
be gained by another Method, nay, cannot 
but be ſo, (as is pretended) from the Conſi- 
deration of the moral Perfections of Gop, even 
of his Goodneſs, and Fuftice, and Mercy; and 
this, according to Truth and Reaſon: How 
can our Lord be ſaid, to have brought Life and 
Inmortaligy to light by the Goſpel? Is it any 
where declared t $4 that he only came to 
let us into the Knowledge of this pretended 
Truth, vis. That hereafter the Immorality of 
Vice, and the Depravity of our Nature, ſhall 
be purged away by inutterable Woe and Tor- 
ment, and we in that forcible manner reſtored 
to the Salvation of Go»? Is this the Way by 
which all Men ſhall be ſaved, that is, all that 
will ? For tis irrational to ſave a Free Agent, 
whether he will or no: And I queſtion much, 
whether Gop himſelf can do it; conſidering 
the Nature of things, and his own Divine 
Properties. No: Is it not every where declared, 
this only can be effected, thro' Chriſt, by 
their own voluntary and. conſtant Purſuit of 
moral Goodneſs and Virtue, and their per- 
| 2 to the End 1 25 a permanent Habit 
thereof? And alſo, that who know nof 
Gop, and obey. not the Law of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall undergo an everlaſting 
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the Divine Vengeance; that is, by an AF of 

the moſt perfect Juſtice : Which I take to be, 
his ſuffering or permitting every Sinner zo 
reap the Fruit of his Doings even to Eternity; 
which is a Truth I have all along ſhewn, f 
be founded on the neceſſary and immutable 


Relations of things themſelves = - 
Were the Everlaſtingneſs of Hell-Tor- 
ments then, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, an 
untrue or unreaſonable Doctrine, it would di- 
rely follow, that all the DoFrines of Chri- 
ſtianity muſt be given up, and indeed all Re- 
velation whatſoever ; which ſeems chiefly de- 
ſigned for ——y down to us Chriſtians 
(whom Go p has thought fit 20 favour be- 
yond many other People) the more 

Knowledge of the Redemption of Mankind, 
that we particularly may he thereby carried to 
higher Degrees both of Virtue and Glory. And 
if Revelation be given up, and with it the 
Truth of our Redemption by a Mediator, 
then all our Hopes ſtanding on the Founda- 
tion of the mere Law of Nature, every Soul 
of us (as has been often ſaid) muſt periſh for 
ever; becauſe as we all are Sinners, we muſt 
all be miſerable, in the Nature of things, to the 
degree we have been ſo. 

Bur, what! may it be objected, ſhall 
Hell for ever exiſt, and Oppoſition never ceaſe ? 
Shall GoD never be able o ſubdue his Ad- 
verſary Shall Evil always prevail, and Sin 
domineer it eternally over human Souls ? Did 
not Go p create all Men for Happineſs ; and 
ſhall his Deſign CE, and t _ 
6: 0 
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he ſet before * never be obtalned? What 
then mean thoſe Expreſſions in $eripture : 
That tbro Death Chriſt might deſtroy him 
that had the Power of Death, that is, the 
Devil? That the Son of Go p was manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, ta deſtroy the Works of the De- 


wil? And, the laſt Enemy that ſball be de- 


royed is Death? And, Chriſt muſt reign, 
fill be bath put all Enemies under bis Feet; 
Is not here an abſolute Conqueſt promiſed, 
and a final Deſtruction foretold of Sho Death 
and the Nevil ; and conſequently, a thorough 
Reſtoration of all Mankind to Joy and Hap- 
pineſs, when the End cometh ? 

I anſwer: No doubt, Go p is abł to ſub- 
due all his Enemies; and, that Sin, Death 
and the Devil will one Day be deſtroy d, in 
the Scripture Senſe, There is no diſputing as 

ainſt the Truth, or the Power of Goo, 
Bar is there no Way to ſubdue a wicked 


Free-Agent, but by reclaining him? Will 


not the Devil, and all wicked Men, and 
their ſinful and malicious Works, be ſuffici- 

ently deſtroy d, when C —— all have put 
dtn all Rite, and all Aut and Power, 
and ſubjected chem all to an — Puniſh- 
ment, and triumphantly made a public De- 
claration of it? Is not an Enemy /uffciently 


eonquered, who is enſlaved for ever? What 


can Almighty Power dp more? And does 


not this ſhew Go p's perfect Wiſdom alſo; 


when he deſtroys for ever ſuch diſobedient 
and obſtinate Creatures, as reſolved not to 


Make Uk of the e and q Opportunity al- 


lowed 


b- 
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lowed them, to return to their Duty? Does 


not the Nature of Government require ſuch 
| Juſtice, as his; I mean, the final cutting off 
of unworthy Members from al] Privilege 
and Benefit ? And certainly, it is not incon- 
ſiſtent with infinite Purity, o puniſb eternally 
the incorrigible Perpetrators of Evil. 

Our LokD indeed came to deſtroy, or 
to render ineſfectual, (as it ought to be read) 
the Works of the Devil, that is, to prevent 
the Commiſſion of Sin in Men, and the final 
Ruin of human Souls, both which he (the 
Devil) greatly and maliciouſly labours after, 
in O — to Gop and all Goodneſs: 
But ut was to deſtroy them, not againſt Rea- 
fon and Nature; not, by irreſiſtible Force, and 
unavoidable Compulſion; but, confiſtently 
with the Free-Agency and Will of Man, by 
ſtronger Reaſons and more prevailing Mo- 
tives, than were ever brought ts hight before; 
which might powerfully excite, and thereby 
enable, them to re/aſt the Temptations of Sin, 
and to uithſtand the Wiles of the Devil, and 
to work out their Salvation with greater Dili- 
gence and Circumſpection, in Pr to, 
the more certain Affurance of eternal Life 
vouchſafed them by his * ew] 
tion. For this purpoſe was Chriſt mant 
But (as I faid) Men are till free; — is 
naturally in the Power of all Free-Agents. 
(or otherwiſe they could not be free) to go 
33 the Go my And — that Caſe 
din and Obſtinacy can be ſubdued by 
—— to final Miſery and Undoing | 


which 
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be deſtroyed, it is always limited by ſome- 
thing in the Context to temporal Death only : 
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which are the natural, and proper, and even 


neceſſary Wages thereof, His Purpoſe is, to 


deſtroy the Works of the Devil; and this is 


eſpecially ſpoken of Sin in this World, not in 
the other: But if they are not deſtroy ed, that 
ariſes from the Stubbornneſs and Wilkulneſs 
of Man; which therefore for ever after be- 
comes the ut Object of divine Wrath, by 


having rejected the Opportunity, and forfeited 
the Promiſe, of divine Mercy. 


WHENEVER it is ſaid, that Death ſhall 


And this Conqueſt over' Death is always re- 
preſented to be effected thro' Chriſt by the 
general Reſurrection. So St. Paul: And 


when this Corruptible ſhall have put on Incor- 


ruption, and this Mortal ſhall have put on Im- 
mortality ; then ſhall be brought to paſs the Say- 
ing that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in 
Victory. So that in all this, there is plainly 
no Mention of, nor any View at all, to a Re- 
leaſe from eternal Dea which is the ever- 


laſting Pains of unrepenting Sinners. 


N ow this Doctrine of endleſs Puniſhment 
being evidently founded, as I think I have 


| pros: on the Reaſons of Things, and the 


Opinion utterly repugnant to Chr:/- 
tian . and deftrudtive : all the Beck | 
and Purpoſes both of natural and revealed 
Religion ; it will not, I hope, be thought 
either preſumptuous or dogmatical in me, to 
advance theſe Sentiments, tho' —_—_— the 
my of ſome very learned, good, and 

* 
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at Men. For have gone in a die- 
8 Way, and — to —— ſearch'd 15 
Truth on a miſtalen Ground, which is, that 
the Texts of Scripture, expreſſing the 
wretched State of Sinners in another Life, 
are to be taken literally, in the groſs Accep- 
tation of material Fire and Flames, and ſuch 
like; which as they are in their own Na- 
tures external, they have thought them to be 

rely pofitive Puniſhments, and muſt con- 
Sewn y be entirely dependent on the Will of 
God; and, that Go p, as he is in his moral 
Capacity infinitely good and merciful, could 
not will ſuch an implacable Vengeance, with- 
out contradicting and thereby deſtroying the 
Perfection of his moral Attributes: whereas 
thoſe Texts of Scripture are only figurative 
Expreſſions, ſetting forth in ho ſtrongeſt 
Light the intolerable Pains of Eternity, by 
ſuch ſenſible Things as are at preſent moſt 
afflictive and tormenting to us. | 

+ s ſaid in the Old Teſtament, — | 
will bring into Fudgment, every ſecret Thing, 
whether it be 82. 2 whether it Ful ; But 
in the plaineſt and moſt eaſy Senſe of the 
Words, this is no more than that every Acti- 
on of Man, whether done in private or in 
public, ſhall have its due Recompenſe in a fu- 
ture State; which it certainly may, in the 
Nature of Things, from its own neceſſary 
Conſequence of a good or bad Conſcience, 
either perpetually accuſing, or elſe excuſing, 
them for ſo doing ; which, as has been already 
ſhewn, will be an inexpreſſible * or 
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wa, And f one of c Remes it u 


plicitly 6 expreſo d to be, where it is aſ. 
= that God ſearcheth the Heart, and 
trietb the. Reins, to give to eve Man ats 
_ oy to bis Ways, and attording to ibe 
Fruit of his Doings.” The Fruit of a Man's 
\ Doings are nothing but the natural Effocts of 
his Life and Converſation, affecting his Soul 
| differently, as his Ways have been ot 
i "This the Goſpel calls rewarding or pu- 
1 1 a Man according to bis Works, and, 
 Gov's rendering Tribulation and Anguiſh to 
' every Soul of Man that doth Evil, and Glory, 
and Honour, and Peace to every Man that doth 
Good, ſo far as he does the one or the other 
for, there is 0 reſpett of Perſons wit 
 Gop. Hence 'tis ſaid, the impenitent Man 
Freafures u Wrath to himſelf; and, the pe- 
vnitent good Man lays up a good Foundation 
of "Happineſs again the Time to come. © 
| SoMET1MEs indeed, Things are faid 
to be done in a more formal and judicial Man- 
ner; as, when the Son of Man ſhall fet the 
- Good on bis right Hand, and the Wicked on 
bis left, and ſhall afñgn a King dom to the one, 
and everlaſting Fire to the other, prepared . 
fromthe Foundation of the World, or proba- 
by from Gop's eternal Deſign of ereating it x | 
for the hatter was prepared for the Devils, 
who, we have Reafon to believe, were de⸗ 
fore the Creation of this lower World. But 
as, not adtualiyj the Government of 4 King= 
dom for the one; ſo, not the yea! Torments 
5 But as c Kingdom ſets | 


* — 


„ N. * 


6 
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and Delights, and the Scorchings of Fire the 
1 Pains and Miſeries; fo theſe are (as 
1 have ſaid before) Metaphors of Speech 0 


figure out to us, by ſuch material and ſenſible 


| before us in this World the higheſt Pleaſures | 


Objects, to which our Ideas at preſent can on- 


ly reach, the ineffable Happineſs that ſhall 
attend the Good, and the ppineſs that 
ſhall attend the Wicked, in a future State. 
Tuis Doctrine, ſo explained, makes the 
final Fudgment of Go p at the laſt Day, 
(which, in the Notion of a frict and formal 
Proceeding, and of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments particularly affigned on this Part, and 
inflicted on the other, is incumbred with a 
thouſand Difficulties reſpecting the Length and 
anner of it, as to the hearing, and exam- 
ming and debating all the various Actions and 
ircumſtances of Action, of ſo many milli- 
s of millions of Creatures) a plain, eaſy 
d intelligible Thing: For this Point being 
nce determined, according to plain Truth 
and Reaſon; then, that our Lord Jeſus Chr iſt 
ſhould come in the Clouds of Heaven with his 
Saints and Angels, to ſhew the Honour that 
the Father has done him, in exalting him to 
the right Hand of Power for his Obedience to 
the Croſs for our ſakes, ſeems not only reaſort- 
able in itſelf, but even 1 N to juſtify his 
Friends, and to confound his Enemies: And 
that he ſhall then publickly pronounce Fudg- 
ment, even in thoſe ſhort Forms of Sentence 
mentioned in the Goſpel, is not highly im- 
Terobable; to which ü perhaps 1 * 
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that of the Devil's being reſolved to the Tudg's 
ment of the Great Dey, 7 1 muſt — 1 
know not what it means. But I queſtion not, 
every Man, conformably to the Reaſon of 
things, and to many Parts of Holy Scripture, 
will naturally carry his Reward or Puniſh- 
ment in his own Boſom; where it will re- 
main a Bleſſing or a Curſe to him, for ever and 
ever: For I reckon Gop himſelf cannot alter, 
even the natural Rewards of Virtue, which 
are due to it on eternal Reaſons; tho he may, 
and will, in Jeſus Chrift ſuperadd to them a 
. r A 3 
THERE are indeed many Expreſſions in 
the revealed Will of Gop, that do ſet forth 
his Mercy and. Loving-kindneſs to Man in 
ſuch ſtrong and paſſionate Terms, (viz. that 
he is merciful, gracious, and long-ſuffering, 
and of great Grodneſs; that he delights not in 
the Death of a Sinner; that he will not 
always be  chiding , neither keepeth he bis 
Anger for ever ; and, that he would have 
none to periſh, but that all ſbould come to Re- 
pentance) that one would almoſt think, Gop 
could in no Senſe, from the Tenderneſs and 
Goodneſs of his Nature, ſuffer any of his Crea- 
tures to be long miſerable: But it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that all theſe compaſſionate Deſcrip- 
tions of Gop's Mercy relate to Man's Trial 
or Probation in this World, not to his Rerri- 
bution in the other. This preſent State is the 
Place of Favour, which a good Gon may rea- 

bly ſhew to his Creatures, even to the 
moſt diſobedient, to work their Reformation, 


_— ————— 
or 
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or that his Long-ſuffering may lead them to Re- 
pentance: In this Senſe, 5 ſbeus Mercy to thou- 
ſands, and from Generation to Generation; and 
5 checks his Anger, and puts a-ſtop 
to his Vengeance, -and trys again and again 
by various Ways and Methods of Compaſſi- 
on to effect the great End he has before him, 
Man's Amendment, here and his Salvation fo 
ever. But the future State is the Place f 
Acceptance, in which a juft. Go p can receive 
none, nor ſhew Mercy to any, but on the 
eternal and immutable Ground of Reaſon 
and Equity; as they have in their former 
State ſtrove with Uprightneſs and Sinceri- 
0 in an undiſſembled Love of Truth and 
all Goodneſs, to purify themſelves as he is pure, 
or, in other Words, to imitate the Divine no- 
ral Perfectians in every thing, and to merit, as 
much as may be, Salvation thro' Feſus Cbriſt 
by a conſtant and confirm'd Habit of Virtue. 
To this it is, and thro' him only, that the 
infinite Mercy of Gopin the World to come 
relates. There he neither does, nor can, for- 
give any, but on the Terms of the Goſpel ; 
and, conſequently, none can be ſaved hereaf- 
ter, but as they fall the Laws of Righteouſ+ 
neſs here, with all Diligence and Circum- 
ſpection. If a Man continues to the laſt irre- 
clatmably evil, he cannot but be eternally 
miſerable : If he repents and renews his Diſ- 
poſition, from the Love of all Sin to the Love 
of all Good, he cannot but be /aved, he muſt 
be for ever happy : not, in the Nature of things, 
any farther than = approach'd towards — 
2 re 
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ral Perfection; but ſupernaturally, in a com 
plete and perfect manner, for the fake, or 
thro' the Merits, of Jeſus Chri/t ; who died 
| to cleanſe the ſincerely Good from all Sin, 
that is, from the condemning Power of all Sin, 
even from the inherent Depravity of it, which 
they were not able altogether to ſubdue and 
conquer. The Condition of ſuch is truly pi- 
tiable, and therefore their Salvation is ſecure 
in Cbriſt: The wilfully and perverſly Wick- 
ed deſerve no Pity, and therefore periſh. 
| Some indeed have thought, for want of 
conſidering rightly the Terms of Salvation, 
that it will be the general Tenor of a Man's 
Life, in the Senſe of his having in it more of 
Good than Evil, or more of Evil than Good, 
that ſhall determine the Happineſs or Miſery 
of his State hereafter : But the Queſtion then 
is, what will be the Fate of thoſe who are as 
it were in an Equilibrium between Good or E- + 
vil, or in whom neither the one nor tother 
do at all prevail? For amidſt the many differ- 
ent Degrees of Men in Virtue and Vice, this 
Caſe may be frequently ſuppoſed. Shall ſuch 
Men have neither Reward nor Puniſhment 
be neither happy or miſerable ? This is ſenſe- 
leſs and abſurd. The Recourſe has therefore 
been to a purging Puniſhment, as neceſſary 
to burn up the Profs in theſe, and even in the 
end Zo conſume the Souls of the deſperately 
Wicked. But this Opinion is ſo little to the 
Purpoſe, that it is neither ph1loſophical nor 
Cbriſtian. Can ſpiritual Subſtances be burnt up, 
or purged lite Gold, in a fiery Furnace? 
| 1 What 
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What Notions muſt the Ancients have had, 
of Souls, when they thought and wrote in 
this manner? They might be Men of Piety, 

but not Men of Reaſon. LY | 
Tus true, the more good a Man is now, 
the more happy he will be hereafter ; and 
the more wicked the more miſerable : But 
tis not the Doctrine of natural or revealed 
Truth, that a Man ſhall be ſaved, for having 
had in him more of Good than Evil ; or be 
damned, for having had more of Evil than 
Good; or be neither ſaved nor damned, for 
being in a Poize between both. For one Sin 
may damn a Man, as well as a thouſand: 
Nay, tis poſſible that one may do it, when a 
thouſand will not; that is, when theſe are 
repented of, and the other wilfully retained : 

For 'tis not Sin itſelf, but the Obſtinacy of 
Sin, that works the Condemnation. He that 
thus offends in one Point is guilty of all, or as 
much a Tranſgreſſor, tho' not ſo heinous an. 
one, of the Laws of Gop, and will be as 
ſurely puniſh'd for that one, as if he broke 
them all. If our r:ghi Hand or right Eye, 
offend us, that is, if there be in our Hearts 
any one beloved Luſt that betrays us into Sin, 

we muſt get rid even of that alſo, or be ca 
into Hell- Fire. In ſhort, every Man will be 
naturally happy or miſerable in Proportion to 
his Works, and to the nature and kind of 
them; but no Man can be for ever perfectiy 
happy thro' Chriſt, but he that, either by 
Habit or true Repentance, is an Enemy 70 all 
Sin, and keeps conſtantly in his Heart a true 
Love 


love of Gon and all Godugfi, and in every 
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thing forms his Life and Converſation upon 
— Principle. 

Bu r give me leave to add, before I di- 
miſs this Topic, That tho' I have argued 
againſt pag Puniſhments from the Hand 
of Gop; and do think, that the natural Ef- 
fects of Sin, in faining the Mind, corrupt 
ing the Will, and thereby wounding the Con- 
| ſcience, but eſpecially by its Willulneſs and 
Obſtinacy, are ſufficient alone to torment 
the Soul for ever; and might perhaps go far. 
ther, and fay, Gop cannot in 'Truth and 
Reafon render more unto Sinners than tbe 
4 es of Sin, than what, I mean, is natu- 

rally due to every Man, according to bis 
Noris: Yet it would be againſt Reaſon and 
Scripture to ſay the fame of the Rewards of 
Goodneſs and Virtue, i. e. either that they 
will not, or cannot be, in a future State, po- 
fitive by the mere Will of God, any more 
than Puniſbments; for Go p may in the Rea- 
ſon of Things be as good, and kind and boun- 
tiful to the 7 Obects of his Mercy as he 
pleaſes, becauſe in ſo doing he contradicts no 
moral Property whatever: Whereas to in- 
flict more Puniſhment upon Sinners than is 
naturally and properly due to em, would be 


acting with Injuſtice, and againſt the Wiſdom 
and Purity of his divine Government. 


ACCORDINGLY, the Scripture alwa | 
repreſents eternal Life as freely given, — 
Poſitively N: Nao Man can merit it, 
1 | Es ee by 
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Th or all his Actions. Na 
—— muſt have periſhed ; Kano 4 
Righteouſneſs of the beſt Men is vaſtly defici- 
ent, and any one Sin wilfully committed or im- 
itently retained, is enough to make a Man 
niſerable for ever: But the Joys of Heaven are 


the Gift of Go p thro Feſus Cbriſt, and St. 
Paul tells us they are ſuch, as 


conceive, what Go p has prepared for them 


Effects of moral Goodneſs, ſuch as: Peace of 


future Rewards of Piety and Virtue are 
only natural, but poſitive; vaſtly ſaperia#ts;* 
What we as Men Herve, and thereby exceed- 
ingly fitted to excite our Deſires of, "and En- 
deavours after, them. All the Bin * 
vours are deſigned as Spurs to Vixtue, but the 
Riches of Go Ds Mercy in. Chriſt: exceed, . 
them all, and ought robs in Proportion 
to influence our Practice; or elſe, it Will 


Eye bath not 
fen, nor Ear heard, neither can it enter into. 
be Heart © Man to concerve, We cannot 


that hoe him; but if it was only the natural 


| Conſtience, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, a good... | 
Man might conceive it: And therefore, the 


4 = 2 


ue tly aggravate our Puniſhment on the one 


the other, | 


Tris I know is an intricate Subject, 3 . 


has * variouſly handled, but not in 

o general Satisfaction- Therefore to 
fettle n my own Thoughts, as well as fo afift - 
and Aires others in the purſuit of Truth; 1 
have endeavoured to fix it on ſucb a ava 
Aton as I think wil not eafily be ſhaken. 1 


have - 


d, as it would e our Reward on 


„ 
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5 ide Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
natural Religion itſelf 7s Fever 
explain d n Religion in ſüch 4 Man- 
W | {+ per, as;touching 7576, Hoctrine, as to nabe 
. entirely agree with That, to He the Ends 

doſes) of Which all Revelation bas 

Dotigine, 
Ty 3 in Righteo 
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